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Charities 
make 
history 


Two of Britain’s biggest dis- 
ability charities, The Spas- 
tics Society and Mencap, 
have made historic deci- 
sions about their futures. 

The Spastics Society voted 
to change its name. 

Members at the 40th 
anniversary AGM also 
approved other constitutional 
changes aimed at securing a 
larger, more representative 
Executive Council with more 
members with cp. The Society 
will be looking at new forms of 
membership, particularly indi- 
vidual membership. 

Mencap has thrown out its 
“Little Stephen” logo as part of 
a relaunch which includes new, 
positive images of “people with 
a learning disability”, a six-doc- 
ument manifesto on such key 
issues as citizenship and 
employment, and a promise to 
“campaign for change”. 

Continued on page 2 
See also page 7 


If you would like to get out and 


about in style, ring Gowrings free 


on 0800 220878. 


Chairman cars are specially made for wheelchair 


passengers. 


85p 


A Christmas “miracle”: Michaela Manea, three, is one of thousands of Romanian children 
who have had their hearing tested for the first time under a Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People (RNID)/British Red Cross project. Over 4,000 hearing aids have been provided, 
equipment sent over, teachers trained and a repair scheme set up. Last month, the RNID 


took over sole responsibility for the project, which needs another £65,000. 


CAROLINE PENN 


Benefits avoid Treasury axe 


Millions of disabled people 
breathed a collective sigh of 
relief as their benefits 
avoided the axe in the Chan- 
cellor’s Autumn Statement. 

Pensions and the main social 
security benefits are to be 
raised by 3.6 per cent in line 
with inflation from next April. 

Speculation that Invalidity 
Benefit (IVB) would be cut, 
frozen or taxed proved 
unfounded. 

Invalidity Pension will rise 
from £54.15 to £56.10, the 
higher rate of Invalidity 
Allowance from (£11.55 to 
£11.95 a week., the middle rate 
from £7.20 to £7.50 and the 
lower rate from £3.60 to £3.75. 


But IVB is still under threat. 
Social Security Minister Peter 
Lilley announced plans “to 
tighten up the administrative 
and medical control procedures 
from April 1993” and exclude 
those who do not qualify. This 
would cut spending on IVB by 
£240 million. 

Despite his warnings on 
IVB, Mr Lilley said: “My first 
priority has been to find sav- 
ings that do not involve curtail- 
ing entitlement to benefit.” 

He also announced that: 

* From April 1993 working car- 
ers can earn £50 and still qual- 
ify for Invalid Care Allowance 
(ICA) - an increase of £10. 

* Severe Disability Premium is 


to be extended to people living 
with a registered blind person. 

The measures received a 
cautious welcome from Disabil- 
ity Alliance director Lorna 
Reith. She said: “We welcome 
the benefit upratings, but are 
worried about plans to restrict 
IVB. We're also angry that Mr 
Lilley caused unnecessary dis- 
tress by failing to quash specu- 
lation about benefit cuts.” 

Jill Pitkeathley, director of 
the Carers National Associa- 
tion, said: “We are pleased Mr 
Lilley is giving working carers 
more support, but we must 
remember only a tiny propor- 
tion of people receive ICA.” 

See table on page 5 


School launches crisis appeal 


A unique charity that pro- 
vides books, equipment and 
information for children 
with special needs _ has 
launched a crisis appeal to 
avoid closure. 

The National Library for the 
Handicapped Child (NLHOC), 
Wokingham, Berkshire, must 
raise £50,000 by Christmas. 

The NLHC receives no 
funding fron national or local 
government and depends on 
donations to survive. NLHC 
fund-raising officer Jan King 
said: “It costs more than 
£150,000 to keep our services 


going and, due to the recession 
and a drop in donations, we 


have so far only raised 
£100,000.” 
The NLHC is the only 


library of its kind in the world 


‘and has helped children from 


Sweden, Greece, Cyprus and 
Gambia. It was set up in 1985 
by Imogen Smallwood, the 
daughter of Enid Blyton, to 
help disabled children with 
reading, language or communi- 
cation problems. 

The library includes a collec- 
tion of 12,000 books for chil- 


dren - including books in 


braille, large print and sign lan- 
guage - and reference books for 
parents, teachers and carers. It 
also has video tapes, games, 
audio cassettes, specialist publi- 
cations, microelectronic equip- 
ment and computers. 

NLHC director Beverley 
Mathias said: “If the centre is 
lost it will be almost impossible 
to rebuild the collection, the 
experience and the network of 
expertise and advice we have 
built up.” 

Daphne Jones, a parent from 
Croydon whose 12-year-old son 

Continued on page 3 


2 NEWS 


As part of the re-launch, 
Gary Jelen (right), UK Pow- 
erlifting Champion, thrilled 
commuters at Liverpool 
Street Station when he 
broke his own world record 
by lifting 201kg. There were 
other Mencap information 
and fundraising stands at 
major London _ stations. 
Steve Billington, director of 
marketing and appeals, 
said: “We want to make 
people aware of the situa- 
tion of people with a learn- 
ing disability and Mencap’s 
commitment to campaign- 
ing on their behalf.” 


Charities make history 
Continued from page 1 


The emphasis on campaigning 
comes after a survey in 
September revealed that public 
attitudes to people with a 
learning disability have hardly 
changed since the last survey 
ten years ago. 

Over half the 1,020 adult 
respondents believe _ people 
with a learning disability can be 
violent and unpredictable. 
Nearly two thirds do not agree 
they should be allowed to have 
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In the community 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO TAKE PART IN THE 
U.K.’S BIGGEST SWIMMING MARATHON? 


We want swimmers to help raise funds for The 


So why not take the plunge and do your bit to help 
Spastics Society in the BT National Swimathon ‘93. 


charity and get fit! 


This four day event between 4 - 7 March 1993 aims to 
raise at least £1.5 million for The Spastics Society and 
two other national charities, the British Red Cross and 
The NSPCC. 


Complete and return the coupon now for more 
details: 


Also, one tenth of the money raised will be used to cre- 

ate more local sporting activities for people with a dis- 

ability. TT TIC° “IPT 
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BT National Swimathon '93 
Please send me further details and an entry form: 


The marathon challenge is a 5,000 metre swim at 
swimming pools throughout the country and you can 


swim on your own or as part of a team. ae British Red Cross 


Name: 
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Return to: BT NATIONAL SWIMATHON '93 
44 Earlham Street, Covent Garden, London, WC2H 9LA 
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children. One third are against 
them marrying. Over 40 per 
cent did not agree they should 
be allowed to vote, and a quar- 
ter thought hospital was the 
best place for them. 

Director of marketing and 
appeals Steve Billington 
acknowledged that Mencap’s 
attention had been on provid- 
ing services. “It was right to 
expand. But at the national 
level we rather lost our cam- 
paigning edge. The whole re- 
launch is about putting that 
right.” 

Although Mencap had a 
deficit of almost £1.3 million 
in 1991-2, this was a “one-off 


adjustment” according to chief — 


executive Fred Heddell. 
Turnover is now £50 million, 
with “more money in the bank 
- better financial security and a 
considerably improved cash 
flow - and more and more ser- 
vices.” 

Members of People First, 
the organisation run by people 
with “learning difficulties”, 
spoke at the conference, Posi- 
tive Images: Positive Action. 
Health Minister Tim Yeo was 
there too. 

Lord Snowdon launched the 
Mencap Media Awards _ to 
encourage journalists, broad- 
casters, photographers and pro- 
ducers “to convey an honest 
and realistic approach” towards 
living with disabilities. 
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EC cuts budget 


European disability groups 
face a big cut in European 
Community (EC) subsidies 
next year. 

The European Social 
Affairs Committee agreed 
in October to cut the 1993 
HELIOS budget, which 
funds projects for disabled 
people, from 8 million ECU 
to 5.6 million. 

Anthony Lumley _ of 
Mobility International, one 
of the groups affected, said: 
“It is a tragedy that people 
with disabilities, who get 
such a small budget, should 
face these cutbacks. We 
may have to cut back. our 
European projects by a 
third.” 


BDA redundancies 
The British Deaf Associa- 
tion (BDA) is to lay off 
staff in the New Year. 

Five full time workers 
and one part time are being 
faced with a choice between 
redundancy or _ reduced 
hours. Departments 
affected include administra- 
tion, fundraising, informa- 
tion, education and sign 
language services. 

A BDA - spokesperson 
said: “This is a move we 
greatly regret but, as a 
result of the recession, we 
no longer have the income 
to employ these people.” 


Got a complaint? 
If you have difficulty get- 
ting social services, the 
Royal Association for Dis- 
ability and Rehabilitation 
(RADAR) wants to know. 

RADAR is _ collecting 
complaints to try and clarify 
councils’ duties under sec- 
tion two of the 1970 Chron- 
ically Sick and Disabled 
Persons Act. This says that 
once an assessment has 
spelt out a need for a 
“listed service”, the council 
must meet it. 

Project officer John Keep 
said: “If we cannot resolve 
the problems with the 
councils concerned, 
RADAR will ask the Secre- 
tary of State for Health to 
direct the authority to carry 
out its legal obligations.” 


john Keep, Project Officer, 
Department S2, RADAR, 25 
Mortimer Street, London 
WIN 8AB. 


Members wanted 
The Greater London Asso- 
caiton of Disabled People 
(GLAD) has voted to admit 
disabled individuals as well 
as organisations of disabled 
people. The membership 
rate will be announced in 
the New Year. 

Also at the AGM, Bever- 
ley Holland took over as 
chairperson and Michael 
Pearson as the new vice- 
chairperson. 


Naya Yeltsin (left), wife of Russian leader Boris, met Jenny 
Connell of the Chiltern Cheshire Home in Buckinghamshire, 
during a state visit to Britain in November. Mrs Yeltsin 
said: “We have astronauts flying in spaceships, but we don’t 


have enough wheelchairs.” 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE ADVERTISER 


Education shake-up 


The “biggest shake-up of spe- 
cial needs education for a 
decade” has been  recom- 
mended by the Audit Commis- 
sion, a Government watchdog. 

Guidance published by the 
Commission and Her Majesty’s 
School Inspectors, sets out in 
detail what schools and Local 
Education Authorities (LEAs) 
should do to provide a better 
service for children with special 
needs. 

The Commission is also 
sending auditors to 108 LEAs 
and up to 1,000 schools over 
the next year to check that the 
recommendations are being fol- 
lowed. 

The guidance, contained in a 
management handbook, says: 

* LEAs should become “cham- 
pions” of children with special 
needs and they should monitor 
schools’ performance in help- 


ing pupils make progress. 

* schools and LEAs should 
publish special needs policies 

* time targets should be set for 
assessment 

* £53 million spent on surplus 
staffing in “dwindling” special 
schools should be transferred 
to mainstream schools to sup- 
port special needs pupils. 

John Wright of the Indepen- 
dent Panel of Special Educa- 
tion-~vAdvicesaid** “This 
handbook is very welcome, but 
where are the financial incen- 
tives and legal sanctions needed 
to ensure its recommendations 
are implemented? — Unless 
enforceable duties are intro- 
duced, some schools and LEAs 
may not even bother reading 
ae 


Getting the Act Together, £9, 
HMSO, tel: 071-873 0011. 


Job clubs for disabled people to close 


Eight experimental job clubs 
for disabled people will be 
closed by the Government’s 
Employment Service on 11 
December. 

The clubs in Worcester, 
Hereford, Redditch, Oswestry, 


Kidderminster, Telford, 
Wellington and_ Bridgnorth, 
provide counselling, advice and 
social skills training. 

Simon Willis, a counsellor at 
Hereford Job Club, said: “We 


are furious as there is a definite 


need for our service. The 
Hereford and Worcester clubs 
see 100 disabled people a week, 
who would not otherwise get 
the specialist help they need.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Marches area Employment 


Service, said: “The clubs are 
closing because it has been 
decided resources allocated to 
them would be better used to 
accommodate the same cus- 
tomers within standard job 
clubs.” 


Carers ‘need more help’ 


A new campaign group is call- 
ing on the Government to 
increase benefits for carers and 
disabled people. 

The Caring Costs campaign 
is a coalition of 40 groups 
including Action for Blind Peo- 
ple and The Spastics Society. 
Their demands include raising 
invalid care allowance from 
£32.55 a week to £54.15 and 
continuing the Independent 
Living Fund. 

In response, Health Minister 
Tim Yeo said the Government 
already provides services and 
benefits for carers, as well as 
grants to their organisations. 
“Tt is quite untrue to claim that 
carers are not valued by this 


School launches appeal 
Continued from page 1 


Philip has Down’s Syndrome, 
said: “The staff have done a 
wonderful job with my son who 
could not speak or read when 
he first went there. Now he’s a 
real bookworm and is going to 
a mainstream school.” 

Lyn Coleman, from Reading, 
said: “My daughter Shelley is 
visually impaired and_ has 
received a real boost from the 
library. They’ve shown her 
hundreds of books with large 
print she can read with the 
help of a magnifying glass.” 

As well as giving advice to 
parents and teachers, the staff 
visit schools, give talks and 
provide training. 

Green Dragon School in 
Brentford, west London, regu- 
larly uses the library. It has 


Government.” 

A questionnaire to inform 
doctors of the level of support 
carers need was also launched 
last month. 

The Carers Checklist is pro- 
duced by the Carers National 
Association (CNA) and_ the 
Royal College of General Prac- 
tioners. Questions include: what 
benefits do you claim? when did 
you last have a break? 

CNA director Jill Pitkeathley 
said: “Two thirds of carers 
become ill as a result of their 
caring responsibilities, and 
three quarters need more help. 
GPs can be a crucial link in 
ensuring carers get the infor- 
mation they so clearly need.” 


started raising money for the 
NLHC appeal. 

Head _ teacher Christine 
Thomas said: “We will be dev- 
astated if the library closes as 
there is nothing to replace it. 
Its staff come every fortnight to 
teach our pupils with learning 
difficulties and it provides us 
with information. I don’t know 
what we would do without it.” 

Kathleen Gaster, librarian at 
Linden Lodge School for visu- 
ally impaired children’ in 
Wandsworth, _ said: “The 
NLHC is absolutely invaluable 
to us and it would be scan- 
dalous and a great loss if it 
closed. The children love going 
there.” 


Donations to NLHC, Wellington 


House, Wellington Road, 
Wokingham, Berkshire RGII1 
2AG. 


Attention all swimmers 


The Spastics Society is one of 
three charities set to benefit 
from the 1993 BT National 
Swimathon. 

It is hoped that £1.5 million 
will be raised, to be shared 
between the Society, the 
British Red Cross and _ the 
National Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Children. 

From 4-7 March next year, 
300 swimming pools around 
the country will be filled with 
35,000 sponsored swimmers 
tackling the 5,000 metre 
course. You can tackle the dis- 
tance on your own or in teams. 

For more details, please fill 
out the form in the advert on 
page two. 


Swimathon president Dun- 
can Goodhew splashes with 
Jonathan Randell, four. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PEOPLE 


Flights from London, Manchester, 
Birmingham & Glasgow to 
Amsterdam, Ireland, Florida, Cote d’Azur, 


Costa Blanca, Tenerife, Algarve & Majorca 
Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed 


FULL COLOUR BROCHURE 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd. 16 Haweswater Ave, Ny 
Astley, Lancs M29 7BL. Tel: 0942 891811 ame, 
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4 NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 


Civil Rights Bill marches on 


Alison Rowat 


reports 
The Civil Rights (Disabled 
Persons) Bill has passed 


through the House of Lords 
and is now in the Commons. 
This is the first time an anti- 
discrimination Bill has passed 
through a House of Parliament. 

The Bill is down to have its 
second reading on 11 Decem- 
ber, but there is no guarantee 
that will happen. 

There are 12 other private 


members’ Bills ahead of it, so 
its success depends on _ the 
Government giving it Parlia- 
mentary time. If it isn’t read on 
11 December, it will keep com- 
ing back until it is. 

The Bill was steered through 
the Lords by Baroness Lock- 
wood who has now passed the 
baton to Wythenshawe Labour 
MP Alf Morris. 

Mr Morris will be hoping for 


a more successful start to 1993 
than he had to 1992 when his 
Bill was talked out by Conser- 
vative MP Robert Hayward 
(DN, March). 

Although Mr Hayward lost 
his seat at the last election, the 
omens still do not look good. 

Lord Henley, speaking for 
the Government in the House 
of Lords, said the Government 
would not oppose the Bill, but 


it would not support it either. 
Such “benevolent neutrality” 
sounded the death knell on the 
last Civil Rights Bill. 

Alf Morris is now trying to 
set up a meeting with the 
Prime Minister “to end the 
fence sitting and secure a firm 
commitment to a Bill that has 
strong support in all parts of 
the House and attracts more 
support week by week.” 


Special needs 
reform on the way 


Far-reaching changes to special 
education are promised in the 
Education Bill, which received 
its second reading last month. 

For the first time, legislation 
for children with special educa- 
tional needs has been built into 
mainstream education law. 

The main proposals include: 
* independent tribunals to hear 
appeals against Local Education 
Authority (LEA) decisions 
* statutory time limits (as yet 
unspecified) for assessment and 
statementing 
* giving parents the right to 
express a preference on their 
child’s school. “Provided cer- 
tain reasonable conditions are 
met”, authorities will be obliged 
to meet that preference. 

The Bill is the biggest shake- 
up of the mainstream education 
system for decades. In setting 
up a new Funding Agency for 
grant-maintained schools and 
simplifying opting out proce- 
dures, it heralds a smaller role 


Two Year Warranty 


Walking 


for LEAs. 
The Special Educational 
Consortium (SEC)*, which 


includes organisations such as 
The Spastics Society and the 
Royal National Insitute for the 
Blind, are concerned that this 
“market economy” in educa- 
tion will work against disabled 
children. 

Jonathan Phillips, assistant 
director of the National Deaf 
Children’s Society, said: “It 
leaves children with special 
educational needs stranded 
between dependence on _ the 
‘best endeavours’ of school gov- 
ernors on the one hand and a 
serious lack of planning on the 
other.” 

Campaigners are also con- 
cerned that the Bill has not 
addressed the funding of special 
needs education. 


Next meeting on 8 December in 
London. Contact Nadya Kassam, 
tel: 071-278 9441. 
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WHY BE A PRISONER IN YOUR OWN HOME ? 


* Travel at 8mph. Up 
to 28 mile range. 

* No Driving Licence 
required. 

* It will carry up to 28 
stone. 

* Puncture-proof tyres. 

* Built to your own 
requirements. 


* It will climb 4/5" 
kerbs “without the 
problem of tipping”. 

* It will climb a 1 in 4 
hill and dismanties 
into a small hatch- 
back car. 

* For doorways 25" 
wide. 


Safety Comes First on FOUR Wheels’ 
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Over 250 supporters of the Severe Disability Premium Cam- 
paign lobbied the Commons last month. They called for an 
end to rules preventing disabled people living with a close 


relative from claiming the benefit. 


TIM RUSSELL 


Privatisation fears emerge 


The privatisation of British 
Rail could be bad news for dis- 
abled people, an alliance of vol- 
untary groups has warned. 

Platform, the alliance for 
better rail services, fears the 
Government’s privatisation 
plans could mean the end of 
cheaper fares, worse access and 
less consultation. 

The White Paper on the pri- 
vatisation was published in 
July. The Government is now 


PENROSE BURDEN 
NORTH CORNWALL 
SELF-CATERING HOLIDAY COTTAGES DESIGNED 


expected to introduce a Rail- 
ways Bill before Christmas. 

Platform includes groups 
such as the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind and The 
Spastics Society as well as bod- 
ies like the Convention of Scot- 
tish Local Authorities. 


Information pack available. Send 
SAE to Platform, c/o Transport 
2000, Walkden House, 10 Melton 
Street, London NWI 2E7. 


FOR WHEELCHAIR USERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 


Eight traditional stone cottages (sleeping 2 


Sat ae ee 
6) recently converted with wheelchair 


users in mind. Each has private garden with parking on tarmac. Level access 
throughout. Woodburning stoves (free logs) & free night-stores. Linen provided. 
Dogs accepted. Colour TVs. Home made meals on arrival and each evening. Superb 
tural area with outstanding views from low level windows. Being in wh/ch. myself 
all aspects have been carefully considered - we aim to provide a really RELAXED 
HOLIDAY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. Easy distance from best beaches. One 
mile private fishing with wh/ch. platforms. Open all year. Car essential. Early 
enquiry advised - many return bookings. 1993 rates from £115-£450 (VAT 
included). Large colour brochure (2 x 2nd class stamps appreciated) from: 

R. & N. Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. 


Tel: Bodmin (0208) 850277 & 850617. 


Thousands still waiting 
Minister for Disabled People 
Nicholas Scott told the Com- 
mons that 147,000 claims for 
disability living allowance were 
still waiting to be processed by 
the end of September. 

Facing a barrage of fire from 
the opposition benches, he con- 
ceded there had been “unac- 
ceptable delays”. 

Mr Scott said extra staff had 
been deployed, overtime 
worked and another claims unit 
set up to deal with the backlog. 
A special MP’s “hotline” has 
also been installed for members 
to take up constituents’ cases 
direct. 

An early day motion con- 
demning the delays had been 
signed by 99 MPs as DN went 
to press. 


Scott to get help 
Minister for Disabled People 
Nicholas Scott is to get more 
help to do his job. 

The Disability Unit, which 
supports him in his duties as 
Minister, is to be transferred 
from the Department of Health 
to the Department of Social 
Security. The number of staff 
goes up from 4 to 7. 

As well as providing day-to- 
day support, the new unit will 
maintain links with other Gov- 
ernment departments and 
interest groups, and advise Mr 
Scott on disability issues at 
home and abroad. 


More Social Fund cash 
Social Security Secretary Peter 
Lilley announced an £8 million 
increase in the Social Fund 
loans budget in November. 

The increase, prompted by 
rising unemployment, was 
made possible by “the better 
than anticipated repayment of 
earlier loans”, said Mr Lilley. 

The increase brings the dis- 
cretionary Social Fund budget 
- from which loans and com- 
munity care grants are made - 
to £310 million. 


Refusals soar 

Over 80 per cent of people 
applying for Disability Work- 
ing Allowance (DWA) have 
had their claims refused, the 
Commons was told last month. 

In a reply to a question by 
Newport West MP Paul Flynn, 
Minister for Disabled People 
Nicholas Scott said by 16 Octo- 
ber this year, 21,174 DWA 
claims had been received. 

Of these, 2,401 (11 per cent) 
were successful, 17,426 (82 per 
cent) were refused, 619 were 
awaiting a decision, and the 
rest were withdrawn by 
claimants before a decision was 
made. 


Bichard for the hot seat 
Michael Bichard, chief execu- 
tive of the Benefits Agency, is 
to appear before the House of 
Commons’ Social _ Security 
Committee on 17 November. _ 

Mr Bichard will be giving 
evidence to the Social Security 
Committee’s inquiry into the 
introduction of Disability Liy- 
ing and Working Allowances 
(DN, September). 
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Pollution warnings 
The Department of Health is 
to issue air pollution warnings 
for people with asthma. 

Reports will be given to the 
press and advice given on a free 
telephone helpline when levels 
of sulphur dioxide exceed 400 
parts per billion. 

A report by the Government’s 
Advisory Group on the Medi- 
cal Aspects of Air Pollution 
Episodes recommended in Octo- 
ber that warnings be made after 
finding that high pollution levels 
can cause tightness of the chest, 
coughing and breathlessness. 


Asthma 
556677. 


helpline, tel: (0800) 


Crime watch 

A new research project into 
crime against people with 
learning difficulties has been 
launched at the Norah Fry 
Research Centre. 

Researchers want people to 
write in with their experiences. 
The aim is to find out what sort 
of crime is happening, the effect 
it has, how the police respond 
and what happens in the courts. 
Contact Chris Willams, — tel: 
(0272) 238137. 


Keep warm, keep well 
The Government’s Keep 
Warm Keep Well campaign 
was launched in October. 

More than a million free 
advice booklets have been pub- 
lished in ten languages and 
Help the Aged is operating a 
free telephone winter warmth 
line. A free advice leaflet on 
fighting the flu is also available 
from Help the Aged. 


Winter warmth line, tel: (0800) 
289404. Fight the Flu, the Infor- 
mation Department, Help the 
Aged, St Fames’s Walk, London 
ECIR OBE. 


Wheelchair winner 
Londoner 
David Constan- 
tine has_ been 
named as one of 
the Royal Asso- 
ciation for Dis- 
ability and ia 
Rehabilitation’s (RADAR) 14 
People of the Year. 

A wheelchair user since 
1982, he formed a small charity 
called Motivation that designs 
low cost wheelchairs for devel- 
oping countries. 

Another winner of 1992 
RADAR awards, held in Lon- 
don last month, was Paralympic 
gold medalist Tanni Grey. 


Naidex corrections 

The Rota Track, from Nicholls 
and Clarke’s Plexicare range, 
costs from £398. The Rota Rail 
costs from £298. Tel: 071-247 
5432. 

The Cindy Lift, from 
Mobility Aids Centre, Peter- 
borough, costs £808, not £80. 
Tel: (0733) 344930. 


See Bee a SDs 


IAD’s new Eurotaxi provides “improved travel opportunities’ 


> for disabled people 


Eurotaxi stars at Motor Show 


Richard Armitage reports 
Amid all the usual razzamatazz 
of the 1992 Motor Show, there 
was an unusual concept vehicle 
on display, which “provides 
improved travel opportunities 
for people with impaired 
mobility”. 

The Eurotaxi is the brain- 
child of engineering design 
consultancy International Auto- 
motive Design (IAD). 

It will produce zero emis- 
sions in the city (it is electric 
powered), while having an 
ultra-efficient small diesel 
engine on board to extend the 
range outside the inner city. 

It is equipped with a pair of 


Unwin channel ramps which 
are stored with a pair of Unwin 
clamps in the boot. 

The® plang siseator “the 
wheelchair user to sit facing 
backwards. 

IAD gets full marks for 
thinking about the needs of 
disabled people, but the Motor 
Show version had a bench rear 
seat, leaving insufficient space 
for a wheelchair user. The next 
version will have a split rear 
seat which will fold up. 

Also, taxi drivers will not 
want to grope around in the 
boot for clamps and ramps, 
which are stored awkwardly. 

Nicholas Scott, Minister for 


Disabled People, was promoting 
the Fleet News Mobility Cam- 
paign, which has raised £70,000 
for Motability and the Queen 
Elizabeth Foundation for the 
Disabled since April 1991. 

Douglas Campbell, chairman 
of the Disabled Drivers’ Associ- 
ation, said delivery delays for 
small cars with automatic trans- 
mission were forcing disabled 
drivers to buy foreign imports. 

He claimed the Rover Metro, 
for example, was taking about 
three months to arrive, com- 
pared with one week for a Nis- 
san Micra. 


TAD, tel: (0903) 210131. 


‘Half a million elderly people at risk’ 


Up to half a million elderly 
people may be at risk of physi- 
cal abuse from relatives, says a 
study published in October. 
Researchers Jim Ogg and 
Gerry Bennett of the Royal 
London Trust hospital carried 
out the survey with the help of 


Main benefits 


Attendance Allowance 
Higher 

Lower 

Disability Living Allowance 
Care component: 

Higher 

Middle 

Lower 

Mobility component: 
Higher 

Lower 

Disability Working Allowance 
Single adults 
Couples/Lone Parents 
Invalid Care Allowance 
Retirement Pension 
Single person 

Couple 

INCOME SUPPORT: 

Single person, 16-17 


Single, 18-24 (and some 16-17) 


Single, 25 and over 

Lone parent under 18 
Lone parent 18 or over 
Couple both under 18 (max) 
Couple both over 18 
Disability Premium 

Single person 

Couple 

Severe Disability Premium 
Per person qualifying 
Disabled Child Premium 
Carer Premium 

Family Premium 

Lone Parent Premium 


the Office of Population Cen- 
suses and Surveys. 

2,000 people, including 600 
pensioners, were asked if rela- 
tives had recently pushed, 
slapped, shoved or been rough 
with them, or if they had been 
shouted or insulted by them or 


Now 
(£/week) 


April ’93 
(£/week) 


All Pensioner Premiums increased by 3.6 percent 


had money taken without their 
consent. 

Mr Ogg said the number of 
people at risk could be higher 
as frail elderly people were not 
included. 


Fim Ogg, tel: 071-377 7000. 


mind. 
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BADGER CUB 


.<OR ky 


& children! 


Bad times 
with the 
Odd Couple 


Sharon Mace reports 

The Odd Couple, Broadcasting 
and the Arts, was a conference 
intended to describe the rela- 
tionships between these sibling 
media. 

The agenda proved to be 
frustratingly unbalanced, but 
the conference was aptly 
labelled: it was an extremely 
odd couple of days. 

Those of us who care about 
the future of broadcasting and 
the arts felt demoralised by 
what we heard and saw. Yet, as 
disabled delegates, the “segre- 
gated seven”, we were fortu- 
nate to see or hear anything at 
all, as the issues were wrenched 
from the future to present real- 
ities of access. 

Lord Palumbo opened the 
conference by declaring that 
““.. the arts transcend all barri- 
ers of race creed, religion etc.” 

As an active member of the 
“etc”, I grasped his optimism 
and held on to it firmly. 

Discussions were dominated 
by men in grey suits, all white, 
middle-aged and undeniably 
BBC2. 

Sir Peter Brooke, the Her- 
itage Minister, gave an unin- 
spiring address and _ the 
presentations were heavily 
scripted. Attempts at construc- 
tive dialogue with workshop 
presenters were hampered by 
the discouraging atmosphere. 

But there was a silver lining. 
We were able to make everyone 
aware of our marginalisation - 
and I still believe the arts can 
transcend all barriers. 


Spring will soon be here and now is the time to 
think about getting out and about. 


Our BADGER CUB is designed with just that in 


Safety, reliability and stability are all criteria built 
into our products to give you peace of mind. 


4 . 
<p The BADGER CUB is of course finished in easy 
z to clean materials, after all, children will be 


‘ 


Birmingham B33 0SQ Tel: 021 783 6081 Fax: 021 783 5723 


REWECR Newton Products, Meadway Works, Garretts Green Lane 


POSTCODE: | 


| For full information, tick box(es) required and return this coupon to the above address. 


MANUAL CHAIRS 


CJ MANUAL CHAIRS 
Special Applications 


MANUAL CHAIRS POWERED CHAIRS 


Hospital, Nursing/Residential General & Special 
Home & Special Medical use Purpose 


General Purpose 
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Disabled 
people find 
a voice 


Ferntech Systems is launching 
a telephone for severely dis- 
abled people who cannot talk 
and have little movement. 

The Ferntech 320 is the first 
British phone that can be used 
with a speech synthesiser. 

Callers press a single switch 
on the synthesiser to key in 


DOOR TO DO 


A new edition of a 


handy guide designed 
to help people with 


disabilities find all the 
information they need 


for planning and 


making their journey, 
Whether they have a 


severe mobility 


phone numbers and select pre- 
recorded words and_ phrases 
they want played down the 
telephone line. 

Ferntech was set up by 
British Telecom 18 months ago 
to develop products that give 
disabled people greater access 
to the phone. All the employees 
are disabled. 

General manager Jean 
McDonnell said: “This is an 
exciting breakthrough which 
we are sure will give greater 
freedom to disabled people and 
their carers. 


handicap, or just a bit of 


trouble getting out 


and about. 


Information is included on: 


@ Getting started 


@ Planning your journey 


@ Local trips 


@ Travelling in and across London 
@ Travelling further afield 


@ Cars and driving 
@ Travelling abroad 
@ Holidays 


@ Geographical directory 


@ Useful publications 


“The 320 will allow severely 
disabled people to make calls 
on their own, rather than rely 
on a relative to do it for them. 

“Tt will also enable carers to 
leave disabled people for a 
short while, knowing they can 
make calls in an emergency.” 

The Ferntech 320 range, 
which costs £324-£384, is used 
with synthesisers from Libera- 
tor, Cambridge Adaptive Com- 
munications, Rainbow Rehab, 
Toby Churchill and Mardis. 


Ferntech. Tel: 051-708 0405. 


Published by HMSO for the Department of Transport 
ISBN 0 11 551116 4 172 pages Paperback £3.95 


HMSO books are on sale at HMSO Bookshops and Bookshop Agents (see Yellow Pages), 
or through any good bookshop. Telephone orders to: 071 873 9090 
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Mr Rowlands (left), Ms McDonnell and Mr Young with the 320. 
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Test warns 
pregnant 
mothers 


Premature births may _ be 
greatly reduced by a new test 
that helps pinpoint when preg- 
nant women are likely to go 
into labour. 

More than 50,000 babies are 
born prematurely every year. 
Many have brain damage or 
respiratory problems. 

The test, launched by Mast 
Diagnostics in September, was 
developed by Adeza Biomedical 
of California and is now on sale 
to British GPs. 

It requires a swab of the 
cervix between 24 and 34 weeks 
of pregnancy. If the protein 
fibronectin is present, the 
mother is likely to give birth 
within 14 days. 

Professor Murdoch Elder, 
who is investigating the causes 
of premature births at Ham- 
mersmith hospital, said: “It is a 
valuable test for women at risk 
of giving birth prematurely.” 


Robot arm 
gives a 
big hand 


The world’s first robotic eating 
and drinking machine has been 
developed at the University of 
Keele. 

The device, invented by 
Mike Topping, is a develop- 
ment of the Handy One eating 
machine (DN, Oct 1990). It has 
a motorised arm that picks up 
food or drink and brings it to 
the mouth. 

Mr Topping, who works for 
the University's Department of 
Robotics and _ Rehabilitation, 
built the device after seeing the 
problems many children in spe- 
cial schools face at meal times. 

He said: “I wanted to build a 
machine that would give the 
user complete control. We will 
now develop the machine fur- 
ther so that it can clean teeth, 
shave and give facial massages.” 

The machine is being tested 
by 14-year-old Mark Handley, 
who has cerebral palsy, and will 
cost about £200 when it goes 
on sale early next year. 


Mike Topping, Department of 
Robotics and Rehabilitation, 
University of Keele, Stafford- 
shire, STS SBG. 
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40thAnniversaryi992 
THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


E VITH CER 


Annual General 
Meeting at the 
London, 


Tara Hotel, 
on 7 November 


Government 
avoiding its 
duties, says 
chairman 


Spastics Society chairman 
Anthony Hewson lashed out at 
the Government for side-step- 
ping its responsibilities to dis- 
abled people in his speech. 

“T am incensed by the Gov- 
ernment’s attitude to disability, 
by the desire to maintain the 
status quo. Why don’t they 
safeguard education funds? 
Why don’t they ringfence care 
in the community money? Why 
are they just leaving it to the 
electoral system to work it 
through? I think it’s a total 
abnegation of their responsibili- 
ties.” 

He accepted that some of the 
Society’s present _ financial 
problems were self inflicted. 
He himself underestimated the 
effect of the recession on 
income (a £1.4 million loss is 
expected this year), and the 
Society's growth had _ been 
needs-led and haphazard, pro- 
ducing a complex, out-of-date 
structure. 

But he still put most of the 
blame on the Government. 
“The real difficulty lies with 
this Society’s role - subsidising 
basic human rights, subsidising 
education, subsidising residen- 
tial care, subsidising day care - 
that is a government responsi- 
bility. 

“Campaigning is about 
where we are going in a big 
way over the next year or two.” 

Market research, he said, had 
revealed a huge barrier between 
the Society, its service users 
and others. 

“People who are disabled are 
marginalised, neglected and 
abused ... their cause is of fun- 
damental importance, as signif- 
icant as the environment, 
poverty or homelessness, and 
yet they are not addressed.” 

It was the Society’s duty to 
change this, he said. 

“What is now required is a 
total commitment to including, 
once and for all, in the main- 
stream of life in this country 
people with cerebral palsy and 
related disabilities, their fami- 
lies and carers. The Society’s 
position gives it an opportunity 
and a responsibility to take a 
lead in that process.” 

But to do so, the Society 
must make significant changes 
to itself first, starting with the 
resolutions to be voted upon at 
the AGM. 

“Only by working together 
will we find the way forward.” 


=< Name change proposer, vice- 
chairman Andy Berry (/eft): 
are moving towards a re-launch 
of the Society and the name is 
just one part ... 
revolting word, a term ps abuse. 
Please let’s get rid of it.’ 


Paul nae North 
Hants & Surrey 
Spastics Society 
(right): “It must 
be absolute folly 
in a recession to 
change the name.” 


‘spastic’ is a 


JAMIE FACER 


): “We 
Peter Wilmhurst 
(right): “Pm proud 
of the present image 
and name. It’s seen 
as a hallmark.” 


Angela Drane, 
National Alpha 
Committee 
(left): “We've 
got to be posi- 
tive, go out and 
do it.” 


Happy Cones ae elected or re-elected: from left: Giens 
Vernon, Betty Fisher, Sharon Hughes, Anthony Hewson, 
Peter Clery, Dave Hayes. Jan Hildreth is now hon treasurer. 


Patron and Duke 
to play active part 


HRH the Duchess of Kent, the 
Society’s patron, says she hopes 
to attend the extraordinary 
general meeting in June 

The Duke of Westminster, 
the Society's president, who 
has warmly endorsed the name 
change, will select and chair a 
committee of top managers 
from commercial companies to 
support and advise the Society 
about its proposed changes. 


Services honoured 


The Patron’s award for services 
to The Spastics Society went to 
Derek Ashcroft, the previous 
chairman; Council member 
Ken Coulbeck and his family; 
founders Ian Dawson Shepherd 
and Alex Moira; Arthur 
Firkins, retiring honorary trea- 
surer, and Council member 
Joan Williams. 

Silence was kept to remem- 
ber the late Iowerth Thomas 
and SOS vice-chairman Leslie 
Crowther who is still ill. 


WHAT ee SAID 


Hurrahs and applause greeted 
the news that the historic vote 
to change The Spastics Soci- 
ety’s name had been won. 

Anthony Hewson, chairman 
and parent, was “tremendously 
heartened by this decision.” 

The debate beforehand had 
produced arguments against 
the proposal, leaving uncer- 
tainty about how the vote 
would go, but in the end the 
ayes won easily. 

Members voted on the Exec- 
utive Council recommendation 
“that the Society shall change 
its name and that work shall 
proceed on details, costs, tim- 
ing and having regard to the 
prevailing circumstances, 
recognising that the earliest 
date for change is autumn 1993 
and the preferred latest date 
spring 1994.” 

Market research inside and 
outside the Society supported 
the decision. It had found that 
while many people recognised 
the name, they were confused 
about what the Society did, 
often failed to connect it with 
the major UK charity working 
with and for people with cere- 
bral palsy and, when they did, 
were reluctant to make contact 


Rex Walker, 
and District 


Id name gets voted out 


because they found the name 
old fashioned or offensive. 

Two other __ resolutions, 
empowering the Council “to 
explore other forms of mem- 
bership, in particular individual 
membership” and to consult 
widely about how to increase 
the proportion of members 
with cp on the Council by next 
year’s AGM, were also carried. 

A special resolution, recom- 
mended by the Council, to 
increase its membership to a 
maximum of 30, of whom 15 
should be elected by Members 
of the Society, one member 
elected from each region and 
up to seven co-opted, needed a 
majority of — three-quarters 
because it was changing the 
Society’s articles of association. 

This was just secured by a 
show of hands. 

Later, a scrutineer voiced her 
concern that one voter had 
been ineligible to vote. After 
taking legal advice, the chair- 
man decided the result should 
stand. 

The Society's new name will 
be agreed at an extraordinary 
general meeting on 19 June, 
after more regional meetings in 
the Spring. 


Pontefract 
Spastics 


Association (right): “If 
we really want to move 


forward, we 


should 


make the change and not 
worry about money. 


David Newey of Parents Encour- 
aging Parents (above right): “The 
name has good connotations with 
the public and should be retained 
for fundraising needs.” 


Mrs Jean Powell f from 
Swansea and District 
Spastic Association 
(left): “Go for it ... let 
the whole country 
know what we’re up 
to.” 


NEATEREATER 
helps people 
with tremor to 
feed themselves 
independently. 
It makes meal 
times more 
convenient and 
less degrading 
for the user and 
any helper. 


“N eaterEa ter by Liberator” 


NEATEREATER is not a 
powered machine... 


...the user controls the spoon and a 
damping device on the arm filters out any 
jerky movements, enabling the spoon to be 
moved smoothly from plate to mouth. 


For more details about NeaTerEATER or other 
Liberator products and services call direct 


LIBERATOR 


on Freephone 0800 622457 


LIBERATOR 


FIRST IN SERVICE 


Whitegates, Swinstead, Lincolnshire NG33 4PA. 
Telephone: 047684 391 Fax: 047684 357 


Please send more information to... 


% NAME 


NeATEREATER Is... 

.a Self-levelling spoon 
attached to an arm that 
smooths out any sudden 
movements. This is 
mounted on its own base, 
which clamps to a table. 
The NeaTerEATER's plate can 
be rotated, yet is securely 
located on the baseboard. 
The whole unit is made 
from easily cleanable, 
corrosion resistant 
materials. Low weight, 
toughness and reliability 
are key features. 


DN/1292/NE 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


Disability Now December 1992 


8 CAREERS TALK 


Working towards the American dream 


lf the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) became a British reality, would it mean more jobs? 
Alison Rowat reports in the last of our careers series 


Vv 
y 
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PATRICK BAGLEE 


It was fitting that the world’s 
most advanced anti-discrimina- 
tion legislation should be born 
in America, land of dreams: the 
UK Government believes a 
British law on the same lines is 
a fantasy that will not work. 

Now, for the first time, 
Britain’s leading employment 
lawyers are saying it could and 
it should happen here. 

Although the ADA _ was 
officially born in 1990, it was 
only on 26 July this year that 
the section on employment 
came into force. 

The ADA extends the 1964 
Civil Rights Act protecting 
women and ethnic minorities to 
43 million disabled Americans. 
Anyone connected with dis- 
abled people - for example, 
family and carers - who is dis- 
criminated against as a result, is 
also protected. 

Employers with 25 or more 
employees must not discrimi- 
nate against “qualified individu- 
als with a disability”. Qualified 
individuals are those who, with 
or without “reasonable accom- 
modation” such as_ providing 
interpreters or making premises 
accessible, can do the job. From 
26 July 1994, firms with 15 or 
more employees must toe the 
line too. 

Can the law get disabled peo- 
ple into jobs? Yes. The US 


‘Keep Mobile’ 


Car Insurance for 


INSURANCE 


People with Disabilities 


Equal Employment Opportuni- 
ties Commission (EEOC) has 
no record of any lawsuits filed 
under the employment provi- 
sions of the ADA yet, but suing 
over a job is not new to Ameri- 
cans. 


Rami Rabby sued the State 


Department under the 1973_ 


Rehabilitation Act after he was 
turned down because of his 
blindness. It took three years, 
but he is now a political officer 
in the American Embassy in 
London. 

“The mark of a good society 
is not a society that has no dis- 
crimination because I don’t 
believe there is such a thing,” 
he says. “The mark of a good 
society is one where disabled 
people have the mechanisms 
available to them to deal with 
any discrimination that occurs.” 


Could it happen here? 
The Law Society’s Employ- 
ment Law Committee has just 
come out in favour of a British 
employment law along the same 
lines as the ADA. 
According to the 
Government: 
* an anti-discrimination law 
would be complex to draft 
* no-one would be sure how 
such a law worked. Employers 
might become more reluctant to 
hire people with disabilities 
* some kind of enforcement 
agency would have to be set up, 
“involving substantial costs”. 
The Law Society says: 
existing laws have failed and 


British 


* 


Guaranteed 
to save you 
money 


Provides the 
widest cover 


available 
in the UK 


available from 


M.J. Fish & Co. 
FREEPOST 
PRESTON 

PR2 2BR 

Tel. (0772) 724442 


Please send more information on “Keep Mobile” Car Insurance 
Please send me your leaflet explaining about insurance for people 


with disabilities 
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voluntary measures are inade- 
quate and unreliable 

* “the substantive law contained 
in the ADA is well explained 
and defined and the concepts in 
that legislation could easily 
transfer into UK law” 

* employment laws setting out 
what does and does not consti- 
tute appropriate and fair proce- 
dures do have an effect 

* as well as giving individuals 


would cost, he pointed out that 
the EOC costs around £4 mil- 
lion a year to operate and the 
CRE £12 million. He added: 
“Tf it helps bring people out of 
unemployment it will, to a 
degree, be self-financing.”) _ 

If anti-discrimination legisla- 
tion became a reality in Britain, 
how would it help job seekers? 
Since the ADA’s employment 
provisions only came into effect 


Two battlers: Rami Rabby and Dwight D Eisenhower 


the means to enforce their 
rights, a Disablement Commis- 
sion along the lines of the Com- 
mission for Racial Equality 
(CRE) and the Equal Opportu- 
nities Commission (EOC) could 
be set up. 

(Although Stephen Levinson, 
chairman of the Committee, 
avoided guesstimating how 
much such a Commission 


THE CONSORT ARTICULATED DIVAN BED 


LUXURY AT THE PUSH OF A BUTTON FOR BOTH THE 


INFIRM AND ABLE-BODIED AT A PRICE BOTH CAN AFFORD. 


* PRICES FROM £434.00 + V.A.T. * 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO Q.P.S. 
FREEPOST (MR 8560) MANCHESTER M16 8HB 


in July, it is not known how 
many people are now getting 
jobs where before they 
wouldn’t. As in Britain, unem- 
ployment among people with 
disabilities is more than twice 
that of non-disabled people. 

If the figures aren’t available, 
hopes are still high. Stan 
Greenberg, from Los Angeles, 
is the executive director of an 


Choice of electrically 
controlled or manual versions 


Top quality pocket sprung 
mattress 


Available in single or double 
(each side individually 
controlled) sizes. 


Optional adjustable vibrating 
unit 
8" ground clearance - ideal 


for storage or accommodating 
other appliances. 


independent living centre. “The 
ADA is extremely important,” 
he believes. “It is now illegal to 
discriminate against people with 
disabilities so that will mean 
more people with disabilities 
getting into work.” 

What is becoming clear is 
that the the ADA is not the 
answer to every disabled Amer- - 
ican’s dreams of a job. 

Ruthie Beckwith, a staff advi- 
sor for the disabled people’s 
group People First in Nashville, 
says too many severely disabled 
people continue to be “com- 
pletely segregated” in sheltered 
workshops, working for “mini- 
mum wages”. 

Although pressure is mount- 
ing against workshops, Ms 
Beckwith believes they are such 
an established part of the Goy- 
ernment’s employment policy 
that they will take many years 
to go. “You can’t access your 
rights unless you get out: into 
the community at large.” 


More is needed 

Americans are also aware that 
when it comes to getting dis- 
abled people into work, the 
ADA is not the end of the 
story. Ruthie Beckwith says: 
“The Government has yet to 
fully fund programmes that 
would increase the employabil- 
ity of people with disabilities. 
The special education _ pro- 
grammes, for example, have 
never been funded at the levels 
intended by Congress.” 

Individuals, organisations, 
the EEOC and the attorney 
general, can sue for damages if 
they think employers are in 
breach of the ADA. 

Mollie Ingram, an informa- 
tion and referral specialist from 
Nashville, believes there could 
be drawbacks. “The civil suits 
could take 50 years to get 
through ... Until we establish a 
way to enforce it, it is not going 
to be much more than lip ser- 
vice.” 

Disabled Americans are 
proud of their Act. As Floyd 
Stewart, a peer counsellor at a 
Centre for Independent Living, 
says: “It lets the public know 
that this is a serious thing.” 

On past performance, Ameri- 
cans will be very serious about 
enforcing job rights under the 
ADA. There were 869 court 
decisions under the US 1973 
Rehabilitation Act. 

There have been ten prosecu- 
tions under Britain’s 1944 act 
which established the three per 
cent quota. Any way you look at 
it, UK employment law for dis- 
abled people is not a serious 
thing. How long must disabled - 
people keep laughing? 


Disability, Discrimination and 
Employment, free, The Law 
Society, 113 Chancery Lane, 


London WC2A IPL. 
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Computers made ‘child’s play’ 


Acorn were showing the Spe- 
cial Access Utilities software 
adaptations for the Acorn com- 


tracker balls suitable for vari- 
ous computer systems. 
These products 


changing, giving more inde- 
pendence of use. Portable com- 
puters like the System 2000 


with its range of support mate- 
rials is an example of how a 


Roger Bates reports 
from the Micros for 


were 


Special Needs 
Exhibition in Oldham 


Opening the exhibition in 
October, Eric Forth, Minister 
for Special Educational Needs, 
said: “It is the right of all chil- 
dren who can benefit from it to 
have access to the National 
Curriculum.” 

For some children’ with 
severe physical disabilities, tech- 
nology can be a key to commu- 
nication and learning. 

The exhibition, organised by 
Northwest SEMERC, _ has 
become the major national 
showplace for software and 
equipment aimed at the special 
educational needs market. 

A unique feature is the pres- 
ence of pupils demonstrating 
how they use equipment and 
software in their classrooms. 
Displays of work on the school 
stands showed, more than any 
other part of the exhibition, 
how the appropriate application 
of technology can enable those 
with special educational needs 
to produce work of a high stan- 
dard. 

Although at first glance the 
computers did not appear to 


i 


Natalie Sides getting to grips with the communication aid ORAC 


puter range which allow the 
response of a keyboard to be 
“fine tuned” and some of the 
keys to take over the control of 
the screen pointer. £99 when 
purchased with an Acorn. Tel: 
(0223) 254254 (ask for the spe- 
cial needs department). 

Switch Access to Win- 


CG ee eS 


Nigel Wallace (left) and Jonathan Khairule talk using Scan 
Wske software on a computer operated by head switches 


have changed much in the four 
years since the first exhibition, 
a closer look at the screens 
soon dispelled this impression. 


The GUI problem 


Most machines on _ display 
were controlled through a 
Graphical User _ Interface 


(GUI), usually accessed by a 
mouse. The screen has become 
a desktop and the various pro- 
grams and operations are rep- 
resented by pictures or icons. 
The user controls a pointer by 
moving the mouse over the 
table, making selections from 
the screen by pressing buttons 
on the mouse. 

This change, designed to 
make access easier, has created 
a further barrier for people 
with physical disabilities if they 
cannot exercise the fine degree 
of control needed to make 
selections from the screen. 

A range of solutions to this 
problem were on_ display. 


dows (SAW) from the ACE 
Centre in Oxford can enable a 
single or double switch to con- 
trol IBM and compatible com- 
puters using the Windows 
environment. £75. Tel: (0865) 
63508. Switch Access to the 
Apple Macintosh range is 
made possible by using the 
Ke:nx system. £499 from the 
Apple Centre in Liverpool. 
Tel: 051-709 5959. 

Another solution, Match- 
maker from SRS _ Systems, 
offers access to a range of dif- 
ferent computers by adding 
the appropriate circuit board to 
the basic kit. For those needing 
to access different makes of 
computers, this can offer a 
more economical solution than 
buying a different device for 
each machine. £850. Tel: 021- 
643 2877. 

Penny and Giles Computer 
Products showed another 
approach to access needs with 
their range of joysticks and 


designed for industrial and 
defence applications to give 
ease and accuracy of control in 
difficult circumstances. Their 
modular system allows the user 
to find the best combination of 
controls for their needs. For 
instance, it is possible to com- 
bine a large foot operated 
tracker ball with head operated 
switches for selection. As well 
as providing access to the com- 
puter environments, such as 
Windows, these devices can be 
especially useful when using art 
and design software. From 
£299. Tel: (0202) 481751. 

The growing range of special 
switches was well illustrated on 
the Quest Enabling Designs 
(QED) stand, where imported 
TASH switches were on show 
alongside their more familiar 
lever switches. From £17.50. 

QED also supply wrist and 
arm supports. These can be 
mounted on tables or wheel- 
chairs and combined with their 
Mobilia mounting clamp 
system to facilitate access to 
keyboards. From £124.50. Tel: 
(0329) 828444. 

Where computer equipment 
has to be accessible to different 
users, an adjustable trolley, 
such as the Vari-tech is essen- 
tial, allowing easy height 
adjustment even when fully 
loaded with equipment. From 
£360. Tel: (0254) 773524. 


More choice 
Software developments made 
possible by more powerful 
computers have benefited peo- 
ple with special needs. The 
GUI environment presents an 
obstacle, but once overcome, 
the user can have access to a 
wider choice of software that 
operates in a common way. 
Improvements in graphics 
and sound allow for brighter 
and more motivating programs 
which can incorporate real pic- 
tures and sound. The wider 
availability of hard disks do 
away with the need for disk 


from Cambridge Adaptive 
Communication can now oper- 
ate sophisticated software like 
Scan Wske that can turn 
them into powerful communi- 
cation aids. System 2000, from 
£3,250. Scan Wske, £890. Tel: 
(0223) 312194. 

For some, a portable pur- 
pose-built communication aid 
is still the best choice. The 
ORAC, developed at Lan- 
caster University, is a versatile 
communication aid which can 
be operated by keyboard or 
switches. It uses high quality 
digital recording which is 
capable of clear speech output. 
£930. Tel: (0524) 593692. 

My World, from SEMERC, 


simple idea can be developed 
into one of the most versatile 
pieces of educational software. 
A nursery child can look for 
teddy by opening cupboards on 
the screen; a budding town 
planner can design and build a 
village. £18. Tel: 061-627 4469. 

Scribble, from Honormead 
Software also shows how a 
more powerful computer can 
be used to great advantage to 
provide a simple drawing pack- 
age that can be tailored to 
individual needs. £29.95. Tel: 
(0332) 512848. 

Choices from Widgit Soft- 
ware won a Micros for Special 
Needs technology award. The 
package gives children access to 
a wide range of activities using 
pictures and symbols. Input 
methods include _ switches, 
touch screens and windows, 
mouse and trackerball, adding 
greatly to the versatility of the 
package. £35. Tel: (0926) 
885303. 

A last look round confirmed 
that it was the children and 
their displays rather than the 
technology that provided the 
highlights of this exhibition. 
For them, technology is not a 
marvel but an everyday device 
that has been a useful tool for 
as long as they can remember. 
It is only adults who can still 
be amazed by what computers 
can do. We would all benefit 
from approaching computers in 
the same matter of fact way as 
children at the exhibition. 


Roger Bates is director of the 
Northern ACE Centre in Oldham. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Towards totalitarianism? 

I was shocked at the arrogance 
of Jill Pitkeathley (Letters, DN 
November) when she warns 
readers to “be careful” to 
restrict our use of the word 
“carer” to the meaning she and 
her organisation have decreed. 

To hijack a word from the 
English language and 
reformulate its meaning is bad 
enough; to restrict the way 
others may use it is little short 
of linguistic dictatorship. 

Some may argue, for 
comparison’s sake, that the gay 
movement took over the use of 
that formerly common word 
“gay”, so that no longer do we 
feel comfortable using it to 
mean “happy” or “light- 
hearted”. But there is a 
difference. As far as I know, 
gays have never sought to 
prevent others from using the 
word in its earlier sense. 

Ms Pitkeathley, in 
“warning” the rest of us off 
her adopted word “carer”, and 
seeking to prevent us from 
applying it to, for example, 
home carers or district nurses, 
is guilty of smug arrogance. 

As someone who used to be 
a paid carer and who now 
receives care from both 
professionals and family and 


friends, I would strongly 
suggest that it is up to the 
disabled person to identify 
those whom he or she 
considers are the “carers”, and 
to honour them with that title. 
Dr Christopher J Goodall 
York 


I was dismayed to read Alan 
Holdsworth’s letter (DN 
November). The idea that 
awareness training and advice 
is valid only if given by 
representatives accountable to 
a particular organisation seems 
to me to smack of the 
totalitarian state in which the 
expression of views must 
conform to the party line. 

I have personally used the 
services of Dr Duckworth on 
behalf of my employer, the 
Office of Fair Trading. 

I found him to be 
exceptionally effective in 
championing the rights of 
disabled people to an audience 
which had little prior concept 
of those rights, thoroughly 
expert in his subject, and a 
skilled communicator, who was 
able to educate non-disabled 
people without antagonising 
them. 

Derek Kinrade 
London SE15 


issn 0961-7485 
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The quality arts magazine written by disabled people. 


The national magazine for disability arts. 


You should see DAM! 
Return this advert and 
we’ll send you a free copy. 
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UN resolutions: same old 
words 

I would like to add to your 
report (DN, November) on the 
UN General Assembly Special 
Plenary Sessions to mark the 
end of the Decade of Disabled 
Persons. 

Disability Awareness in 
Action, the international 
campaign to raise awareness of 
the Decade, had collected 
thousands of letters from 
individual disabled people 
from over 26 countries. 

We presented these strong 
and moving statements in six 
volumes to the General 
Assembly and excerpts were 
read out. 

We also presented a set 
directly to Dr Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali, the Secretary 
General at a special meeting. 
These letters, added to 
speeches made by disabled 
people at the General 
Assembly, ensured that our 
voice was heard. 

But was our voice listened 
to? As Murray Holmes said, 
the only resolution from the 
Assembly was for an 
International Day. 

The next week there were 
14 resolutions on disability 
issues but, except for a part of 
one, they were all the old, old 
words with no positive action. 

The exception was a weak 
recommendation to the 
Secretary General to consider 
the formation of a panel of 
eminent people, including 
disabled people, to advise him. 

This should have requested 
the Secretary General to have 
a panel of representatives of 
disabled people’s organisations, 
if it was to follow the 
objectives of the Decade and 
be in line with what came out 
of the Decade of Women. 

It is quite clear that disabled 
people have to go on making 
their voice heard. Disability 
Awareness in Action will be 
taking another collection of 
letters to the UN next year. 
We will not let our message go 
unheard. 

Rachel Hurst 

Project director 

Disability Awareness in Action 
London SW1 
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Blackpool access not bad 
Your report of the Labour 
Party Conference headed 
“Blackpool bad for access” 
(DN, November) gives a 
misleading impression of 
access in the city. 

I have a lot of sympathy 
with Stan and Katherine 
Roden and other delegates 
about the difficulties they 
experienced at the Winter 
Gardens. But I would like to 
point out that the fault lies 
with the Labour party 
organisers not with First 
Leisure who merely rent out 
the centre. 

We know everything is not 
perfect in Blackpool, but the 
Borough Council, First 
Leisure and our group are 
doing all we can to make it a 
more accessible city for infirm 
and disabled people. Our 
access Guide to Blackpool is 
free if any reader cares to send 
an A5 SAE. 

Peter Thornton 
Vice-chairman 

Action for Better Access in 
Blackpool & The Fylde 

12 Hyde Road 

Blackpool, Lancs FY1 6EQ. 


Labour disability group 
Following your report of the 
Labour Party annual 
conference (DN, November), 
may I say that, on balance, I 
personally would favour 
disability sections being 
formed in the Labour Party on 
the same lines and with the 
same powers as the women’s 
and black sections, including 
delegates to constituency 
general committees. 

There are arguments against 
such sections: that they would 
mean more segregation and 
discrimination for disabled 
people, and patronising from 
able bodied members. 

Certainly disabled people 
should be part of the 
mainstream of the party. But, 
since the amendment from my 
Constituency Labour Party on 
accessible transport was 
incorporated into the railway 
union’s motion at conference 
and no speaker mentioned 
accessible public transport 
during the debate, perhaps 
there is a need for disabled 
people to speak for disability 
issues throughout the Labour 


Sic 


Tinkering at the edges? 
Benefits Agency customers will 
be glad to know that the letters 
they receive will now be 
written in plain English. 5,000 
staff have been issued with a 
letter writer’s kit telling them 
how to plan their message so 
the reader can understand it, 
avoid “unfamiliar”, jargony, 
old fashioned language and use 
short, clear sentences. 
Computer letters and benefit 
application forms are also 
being rewritten. 

“The challenge with over 20 
million customers is to be fair 


and trade union movement. 

How many disabled 
councillors or MPs speak for 
disabled people in the 
corridors of power? 

Does the party consult 
disabled people? Do we meet 
in accessible venues, have sign 
language interpreters at 
meetings, issue agendas in 
large print or on tape or 
braille? 

How many Labour MPs are 
fighting for legislation to make 
discrimination against disabled 
people in employment 
unlawful? Very few. 

The answer is to form 
disabled people’s sections, then 
the Labour Party will continue 
to ignore disability power at its 
peril. 

Roger Robinson 
Chair, Hampstead & Highgate 
Labour Party 


Medical negiect 

We recently spent a night at 
the Spastics Society’s Fitzroy 
Square (many thanks to the 
staff for making us welcome) 
where I chatted to three mums 
who were there with their 
children for assessments. 

I was appalled to find out 
that three of the four families 
are taking legal action against 
their respective maternity 
hospitals. 

Was this just coincidence, or 
does it really mean that up to 
75 per cent of our children are 
disabled through someone’s 
neglect? 

I suggest, because of my 
own encounters, that the latter 
is true. Even if the figure is 
much less, I find it totally 
unacceptable. 

There is an awful lot of time 
and money spent on helping 
disabled children with cp and 
their families. But surely we 
should be putting some of our 
energies into eradicating the 
cause in the first place. 

I firmly believe that trainee 
midwives and obstetricians 
should have to spend a week 
with a family of a disabled 
child and then they might be 
more observant of monitors, 
etc, and be made aware of the 
devastating effect their actions, 
or lack of action, have on our 
families. 

Mrs Sue Holmes 
Doncaster 


to all of them and write in a 
way that as many people as 
possible will understand,” says 
the press release. 

Wouldn’t the cause of 
fairness be better served if the 
customers could be paid 
promptly and not have to 
worry and wait up to six 
months for their benefits? 


Name change 
With all this talk around about 
charities changing names, what 
do readers think of The 
Guardian’s idea for DN? 
Telling us about the 
advertising potential of their 
new tabloid Weekend Guardian 
(are they copying us there??), 
they wrote to Ms Karen King 
at Kisability Now. We liiike it! 


| 
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Tim Russell meets 
Murray Holmes, 
chairman of the 


British Deaf 
Association 


“Deaf people can do virtually 
anything with the right 
encouragement and it’s vital 
that society realises this,” said 
Murray Holmes, chairman of 
the British Deaf Association 
(BDA). 

He was launching deaf 
awareness week in October, 
which highlighted the often 
unseen achievements deaf 
people make every day to the 
hearing world in education, 
employment, arts and leisure. 

Murray, 46, is an easy going 
but very determined Scotsman 
who grew up as a sports-mad 
youngster in Paisley, Scotland. 

“My hearing went at the age 
of five after I caught 
meningitis. I was so young that 
I don’t even remember what it 
was like to hear sound and I 
certainly don’t miss it.” 

Gateside School for the 
Deaf was so small there were 
only three classes. Children 
aged five were taught with 16- 
year-olds. 

“I had a lousy education. 
We weren’t allowed to sign 
and the teachers wasted their 
time trying to get me to speak 
properly.” 

Murray left school with no 
qualifications. But a talent for 
metal work earned him his 
first job as an apprentice 
toolmaker in 1962. 

“T worked at a local 
engineering firm and was sent 
on a day release course to 
Glasgow College of 
Technology, where I learnt 
more in a week than during 
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DESIGNER DISABLED APPLIANCES Ltd. are proud toannounce 
the opening of a disabled resource centre, CARE HOUSE on 


Merseyside in early 1993. 


For further information / demonstration. Please contact 
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Globetrotting campaigner 


my entire time at school.” 

The firm went broke and in 
1967 Murray joined IBM 
computers in Glasgow. 

“T was fortunate that IBM 
had an enlightened attitude 
towards employing disabled 
people and encouraged me to 
take further training.” 

He is now a senior design 
engineer for IBM at Greenock. 

Murray is a big, jovial man 
who has the kind of physique 
that would not look out of 
place on the rugby field. It was 
his love of sport that 
encouraged him.to join the 
deaf movement. 

“T wanted to play soccer for 
my local deaf club but when I 
couldn't get into the team, I 
became match secretary.” 

He enjoyed his new role as 
an administrator and went on 
to become a member of the 
club’s management committee. 

He got involved with the 
BDA at regional level and then 
joined its national executive. 

“T wanted to do something 
to improve the lives of deaf 
people and, 35 years later, I 
still feel the same.” 

1980 was an important year. 
Murray married Sallie, a deaf 
sign language teacher, and 
became BDA’s vice-chairman. 
This April, he was elected 
chairman. 

Although he is glad his 
nine-year-old daughter, 
Caroline, can hear he realises 
she takes advantage of his 
deafness. 

“She and her friends can 
tiptoe past me without me 
knowing.” 

Murray’s reputation is 


DESIGNER DISABLED APPLIANCE 


Designer Disabled Appliances Ltd. on (0244) 300729. 


CAREHOUSE, 6 Poulton Green Close, Spital Cross, 
Bebington, Wirral, L63 9FS. Tel: 0244 300729 


Murray Holmes: a big man with big ideas 


growing internationally. He is 
now vice-president of the 
Bureau of the World 
Federation of the Deaf and 
UK representative on the 
UK/UN Foreign and 
Commonwealth Advisory 
Committee to the Decade of 
Disabled Persons. 

In October he went with 
Minister for Disabled People 
Nicholas Scott to a United 
Nations meeting in New York 
to mark the end of the 
Decade. 

“TI was disappointed that 
there was no debate. Each 
country just made statements 
about what they’d achieved.” 

But he was impressed with 
American facilities. 


“My hotel provided me with 
a textphone and flashing light 
doorbell. This only happened 
because America has anti- 
discriminatory legislation, and 
there would be improvements 
in Britain if the Government 
followed suit.” 

His vigorous campaigning 
on behalf of deaf people has 
earned him the admiration of 
many in the disability world, 
including Lord Jack Ashley, 
who described Murray as “a 
very able administrator and 
outstanding leader.” 

Rachel Hurst, the British 
Council of Disabled People 
representative to Disabled 
People’s International, said: 
“Murray is a tireless 
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campaigner at domestic and 
international level. He did an 
excellent job in New York and 
the fact that he was nominated 
to go by a wide range of 
disability groups shows how 
highly he is rated.” 

As well as fighting for anti- 
discrimination legislation, 
Murray has called on the 
Government to fund British 
Sign Language interpreters. 

“There are only 100 
interpreters when 50,000 
people need their services.” 

Murray has to draw on his 
store of diplomacy when it 
comes to one of the most 
controversial issues facing the 
BDA: are deaf people disabled? 

“Some deaf people see 
themselves as a linguistic 
minority and not as a group of 
disabled people. This is a 
question we’ve debated 
extensively, but there hasn’t 
been a clear cut decision yet. 
My own view is that we are 
communication disabled.” 

He is delighted that the 
BDA recently altered its 
constitution. “We are now a 
one member, one vote 
organisation. My next aim is to 
get members more involved 
with the BDA’s work.” 

When not working himself, 
Murray loves swimming and 
has ambitions to dive. 

“Thanks to sign language, 
diving is one of the few sports 
where deaf people have an 
advantage. After all, how many 
hearing people do you see 
talking underwater?” 
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12 CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 


Children and water go together a treat with the Pat Mat 
from Browns Toys. The plastic playmat has a sealed section 
you can fill with warm water and watch the coloured 
sponge shapes of starfish, crabs, fish and ducks swim about 
inside when you press, lean or tap on the mat. Ages 6-12 
months or less mobile children. £7.99. Tel: (0533) 543645. 


Indoors or outdoors, Balsacs 
from Ideal Toys are great fun. 
You get a brightly patterned, 


washable sack, into which you 
put a balloon. You can blow 
the balloon up hard or soft, 
put rice, water or a couple of 
coins inside, for hours of 
catching chaos. Regular £4.99, 


mini £2.99. Tel: (0533) 
314811. 

Rabbit fans can collect the 
furry floppies in White Rabbit, 
a new dice and card game 
from Ravensburger. £3.99. 
Tel: (0869) 245071. 

The Pre-Computer 2000 is 
an educational yet fun 
introduction to computers. 
You can access 34 activities 
from its touch sensitive panels 
or play with the 1,000 
question bank of trivia topics. 
Extra cartridges offer more 
games. £89.99. For nine-year- 
olds upwards. From VTech 
Electronics, tel: (0235) 555545. 

The Junior Games Net from 
MY Sports and Games can go 
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Possum 
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INTERCOM 


COMMUNICATION 
AND COMPUTERS 


BED/CHAIR 


Home control - for your security and independence. Possum supply 
equipment that enables a disabled person, with any controlled movement, 
to access facilities within their home environment. This gives greater 
independence and an improved quality of life. 

Wholly owned by two Charities, Possum have been helping disabled 


people for over 30 years. O Ss Ss U an 
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NAME 
ADDRESS 


DN/01/12 
Please send further details of how Possum can improve the quality of life 
for myself/parent/child/friend. Possum Controls Ltd Middlegreen Road, 
Langley, Slough, SL3 6DF. Telephone: 0753 579234. Fax: 0753 512840 
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up in height from 65cm to 

120cm. Two bats and a soft 
foam ball supplied. £27.99. 
Tel: 021-706 9010. 

All these goods are featured 
in the Good Toy Guide, an 
excellent new catalogue from 
Play Matters, the National Toy 
Libraries’ Association. ‘The 
guide features hundreds of 
tried and tested toys. Special 
symbols show which ones have 
a particular interest for 


children with visual or hearing 


impairments. £2.50 from larger 
newsagents or send cheque to 
Good Toy Guide, Nursery 
World, Freepost WD29, 
London WC1X OBR. 

The Royal National Institute 


_ for the Blind (RNIB) publishes 


a variety of Christmas 
magazines and annuals in 
braille, such as the Roundabout 
Annual for seven to 11-year- 
olds. Also from the RNIB is a 
nursery rhyme ball. The ball 
has 12 pictures on it, and 
when rolled or shaken it plays 
or sings a nursery rhyme. 
£14.50. 

When the dinner’s over and 
you fancy a game of 


When it’s time to get up, Bunnytime from Jaspa Products 
opens his eyes, perks up his ears and sticks out his tongue. 
Can be pre-set by adults so children learn when to get up 
or used as an alarm clock with a difference by older 
children. £16.95. Tel: (0225) 865335. 


something, what about a quiz? 
The RNIB does quiz cassettes 
which include questions on 
everything from general 


The 
Dinosaur 
wobbles and chimes as he’s 
pushed, £4.99. 


Rock and _ Roll 


from Boots 


I’m dreaming ofa lL 
Where all the prese 
May your days be n 
And may all your pl 


knowledge to the history of 
pop music. Each cassette has 
160 questions with ten seconds 
after each question before the 
correct answer is given. £2. 

You can order from RNIB 
customer services every 
Monday and Wednesday from 
11 November-14 December up 
to 7pm. Tel: (0345) 023153. 

George Luck makes a wide 
range of high quality wooden 
puzzles, some with a few 
pieces, some with a lot, and 
some with pegs. Prices start at 
£3.66. For a catalogue, tel: 
(0935) 822743. 

The Spastics Society 


Children can create a world 
own..with. Woodland Finger P 
£3.99, as featured in The S 
Society catalogue. Tel: (0283) 51. 


£39.50. Tel: (0299) 827820. 

Keep the children quiet by lettin 
zoom around the universe this Chri 
with Solar Trader, a board game fr 
Games. They can travel the skies, « 
as they go, and keep occupied for h 
For children age 12 and over. £19. 
toyshops or tel: (0273) 820199. 


catalogue features some 
beautiful document wallets 
with William Morris designs 
on them for school or college. 
£6.99. For a catalogue, tel: 
(0283) 512040. 

The giant animal floor 
cushions from The Kit Shop 
will look good in any child’s 
bedroom or in a classroom. 
They are a bit pricey though, 
so make sure you choose the 
right one! 

Designs include crocodiles, 
£85, turtles, £129, whales, 
£96, and dolphins, £82. Prices 
do not include postage and 
VAT. Contact the Kit Shop, 
120 Bromsgrove Street, 
Birmingham B5 6RL, tel: 021- 
666 6646. 

If yowre thinking of buying 
your child something for the 
outdoor life, remember Tfh’s 
ever popular wheelchair swing, 
as reviewed by the DN expert 
at Naidex (DN, November). 
Swing £69.96, swing frame 


For any child who needs a cuc 
toys does the trick. The range i 
£9.99. Octopull, £7.99, is descrit 
with new experiences to stimu 
cuddle, try the Rupert the Be 
Menace hot water bottles. £12.9 
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Christmas, 

Ss are just right. 
ry and bright, 

| puddings ignite! 


There’s nothing quite like 
new clothes to make 
Christmas seem like an 
occasion, and there is lots of 
stylish yet practical gear 
around. 

Marks and Spencer’s 
polyester/satin mini 
nightdresses are slinky 
smooth, so they won’t twist 
around you when you sleep. 
£14.99, with matching wrap, 
£35. If pyjamas are your 
game, try the satin paisley 


numbers, £35. 

M&S also do a range of 
machine-washable slippers. 
Some are the bootee type 
which go over the ankle so 
they won’t slip off. Made from 
quilted polyester satin, they 
have a soft sole so are not 
made for walking around in 
too much. £10-12. 

M&sS woollies for women 
include V-neck cardigans with 
gilt buttons, £25, in black, 
navy, red, or bright lilac. To 
go underneath a cardigan, try 


ts’ collection of classic cuddly 
loddy, £10.99 and Andy Pandy, 
“ultimate texture toy, packed 
1g minds”. For an extra cosy 
aroo and Joey or Dennis the 


the crew neck jumpers, 
£19.99, in black, red, bright 
lilac, bright gold, and burnt 
orange. Or keep cosy in a 
diamond-patterned jumper in 
black and navy, £25. All come 
in sizes 8-20. 

Men can cut a dash in 
patterned waistcoats from 
M&S, £35, or a pure wool 
Fair Isle sweater, £29.95, sizes 
small to extra large. C&A have 
a range of waistcoats too, at 
L299, 

Each winter, hats make a 
big comeback and this year is 
no exception. C&A have a 


Single breasted navy suit 
with breast pocket, two 
flapped front pockets and 
two inside pockets from 
Mason Williams’ Special 
Collection. Sizes 38-42ins: 


£49.99, sizes 44-48ins: 
£52.99, sizes 50-52ins 
£55.99, sizes 54-56ins: 
£58.99. For a_ free 


catalogue, write to The 
Special Collection, Mason 
Williams, Freepost (MR 
8421), Manchester M12 
6GL, or phone free on 
(0800) 262717. 


wide range, including trapper 
hats, ski hats, felt baseball 
caps, and chenille pull-on hats 
for women. From £4.99- 
ooo. 

Once you’ve stopped the 
heat escaping out of the top of 


Leggings are still going strong this year. They’re comfy yet stylish and they can be dressed 
up or down, as these pictures show. Velour leggings from Next (left), £26.99, and matching 
top, £24.99.. Print stretch leggings with elasticated waist from Mason Williams’ Special 
Collection (right). Sizes 12-18: £12.99, sizes 20-26: £13.99. Scoop neck tunic, also from the 
Special Collection. In petrel or pink with roomy armholes, sizes 12-18: £12.99, sizes 20-26: 
£13.99. Free catalogue, tel: (0800) 262717. 


your body, it’s time to think of 
your tootsies. C&A do a pack 
of two very thick pairs of ski 
socks, £9.99. (Watch out for 
the socks with non-slip soles - 
especially useful if you want to 
just wear socks around the 
house). 

Oxfam do a striking blouson 
jacket with big buttons and 
appliqued panels. £49.95. To 
go with the jacket or a big 
jumper, there are baggy Thai 


aioe oe 


BHS do this lovely, long 
flowing jersey dress with 
rose print. Sizes 10-18, £35. 


trousers in red or black. 
£14.50. 

If you’ve got any money left, 
keep it in a leather “bum bag” 
or money belt from Oxfam, 
£16.95. For catalogue, contact 
Oxfam, Murdoch Road, 
Bicester, Oxford, tel: (0869) 
245011. 

Save the Children Fund’s 
catalogue has Mary Quant 


ponchos for women and 
children in showerproof PVC. 
£9.99 for women, catalogue 
number 23L, and £8.99 for 
children, catalogue number 
23M. For catalogue, contact 
Trading Department, Save the 
Children Fund, PO Box 40, 
Burton-on-Trent, 
Staffordshire DE14 3LQ, tel: 
(0283) 510111. 


Rennie 


Europe's leading specialist in Educational Play, 
Leisure and Therapy for people 
with learning disabilities. 


M SNOEZELEN ® - the multi sensory 
environment. 


H ROMPA SOFT PLAY - the best 
in quality product and ideas. 


HM SENSORY INTEGRATION - exclusive 
distribution of the renowned SOUTHPAW 
range from the USA. 


HM MUSIC - an exciting new concept 
from Sweden. 


HM EDUCATIONAL PLAY EQUIPMENT 
- largest range from around the world. 


RESERVE YOUR COPY OF THE NEW 88 PAGE ROMPA 
CATALOGUE- AVAILABLE JANUARY 93 


Call 0246 211777 ~=Fax 0246 221802 or write to: 


ROMPA, 
Goyt Side Road, Chesterfield, Derbyshire $40 2PH 


yo 
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Boots have some scrumptious 
smelly gifts for the men in 
your life (below). Apothecary 
is a range of Victorian-style 
toiletries for men. Shampoo, 
talc and soap gift set, £6.99. 
Or kit him out in novelty 
boxer shorts, £5.99. 

For women, Boots make-up 
kits come in all shapes and 
sizes - even a top hat. From 
£4.99. 

If you’re dreading the rugby 
scrum in the high street this 
Christmas, or you can’t get out 
and about as much as you’d 
like to, shopping at home is 
the answer. 


Grow your own miniature 
scented rose with a fairy rose 
kit from the Royal National 
Institute for Deaf People’s 


Boots toiletries for men: scrumptious smells 


uest 88 Limited 


SUPERTRANS 

SUPERTRANS IS A NEW KIND OF ELECTROMOBILE SUITABLE FOR USE IN THE 
HOUSE AS WELL AS ON THE ROAD. THE INCONVENIENCE OF CHANGING 
WHEELCHAIRS IS A THING OF THE PAST . 

The Supertrans is effectively two wheelchairs built into one. Equipped with the 
most modern devices and maximum comfortability. The Supertrans combines 
superd quality with the requirement for ergonomical posture, which contributes 
to the well being of the driver. An additional set of wheels enables the user to 
turn on the spot, in tight situations with the minimum of fuss. 


Four individually suspended wheels, impact resistant fibreglass body. Zinc 
plated and specially coated chassis. Broad balloon tyres allow effortless 
mounting of kerbs. 


The comfortable seat with armrests can be removed from the chassis without 
the use of tools. Anatomical backrests can be adjusted in any position. The 
armrests are adjustable in height and also tilt backwards if required. 


For further Information contact Quest 88 Ltd, specialists In therapy and 
mobility equipment. Unit 1, Old Smithfield Ind. Est., Aston Street, Shifnal, 
Shropshire TF11 SDT. Tel: (0952) 463050. Fax: (0952) 463077. 
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(RNID) catalogue. £4.95. Or 
wallow in the sounds of 
Christmas with Celebration 
Cassette, a collection of music, 
fanfares and carols with 


readings by Aled Jones. £7.49. 


Catalogues from the RNID, 
105 Gower Street, London 
WCIE 6AH. 

The Spastics Society 
catalogue has a cheap and 
cheerful coffee maker cover 
decorated with bright red 
poinsettias. £3.99. Suits four- 
cup cafetiere, £16.95. For a 
catalogue, telephone (0283) 
512040. 


VIDEO OFFER 
DN _ readers can teach 
themselves calligraphy, dried 
flower arranging or spinning 
using videos from Craft 
Video Services at a special 
after’ “price — of47- £15.95 
(normally £19.95) — plus 
£1.50 p&p. In VHS format 
with big close-ups, you can 


repeat each lesson as often as 
you need simply by re- 


winding the tape. Please 
send this page with your 
order to qualify for the 
special reduction. For a free 
brochure, send SAE to Craft 
Video Services, Perseverence 
House, Orleton, Ludlow, 
Shropshire SY8 4JB, tel: 
(0584) 74504. 


If you were inspired by the 
article on Sally Baker’s 
tapestry (DN, Sept), National 
Trust kits can help you create 
some gorgeous things for the 
home. Choose from the 


Enchanting Garden Firescreen, 


£49.50 (right), or cushions 


from £29.50, and even a clutch 
bag for £30.95. Catalogue from 


National Trust Enterprises, 
PO Box 101, Melksham, 
Wiltshire SN12 8EA. 

Age Concern’s Simple 
Solutions 1992-93 catalogue 
has over 700 gizmos, gadgets 
and gift ideas to choose from. 


Products range from the small 


gadgets that make a big 
difference, like the Open-All 
Jar Opener, £2.25 plus 45p 


Angora thermal clothing from Orkney Angora is as oh-so-cosy as you’d expect 


p&p, to the Companion Pillow, 


a V-shaped pillow for bed or 
chair, £19.99 plus £1.95 p&p. 

Gardening gifts include 
strap-on knee pads, £4.95 and 
long-handled weeders, 
secateurs and flower pickers. 
From £16.45 to £30.99 plus 
£1.95 p&p. For a catalogue, 
send SAE to Fiona Deyes, 
Marketing Officer, Age 
Concern England, 1268 
London Road, London SW16 
4ER. 

Motorists in a jam might 
thank their lucky stars for no- 
hands needed torches from 
Oceanus. The clipper light is 
£4.99 and the Lamp 22 
flexible light £14.95. Contact 
Oceanus Mail Order, PO Box 
144, Twickenham TW1 2RD, 
tel: 081-892 0612. 

Angora thermal clothing 
(above, and see page 21) from 
Orkney Angora is as oh-so- 
cosy as you'd expect coming 


from the far north of Scotland. 


Snoods cost £22.50 and come 


in a range of colours, as do the 


gloves, £8.99-£10.99, the 


mittens £6.50-£10.99, and the 
hats, £7.50-£8.99. Catalogue 
from Orkney Angora, Sanday, 
Orkney KW17 2AZ. 

Gordon Ellis and Co have a 
new multi-purpose tipper to 
make pouring easier. Made 
from sturdy, easy-clean plastic 
with a velcro strap. £14.99. 
Tel: (0332) 810504. 

Comfortable and adaptable 
lambswool feet protectors from 
Chestercare have velcro straps 
and would protect the whole 
foot, including the ankle and 
heel, from pressure sores. 


£16.99. Tel: (0623) 757955. 


Thanks to our experts, Ginny 
Jenkins, David Griffiths and 
Jane Joester, for their Christmas 
suggestions. 


JENNIFER’S JUMP 
What do you get the man, 
woman, child or 
physiotherapist who has 
everything? A subscription to 
Disability Now of course! 
Only £10 a year for 
individuals or £15 for 
organisations. For more 
information call Karen King 
or Jennifer Whitehead 
(below), on 071-383 4575. 

As well as __ selling 


subscriptions, working with 
animals and 
hoping for 


world 
p ¢ alace 
Jennifer 
parachutes 
out of mB iY 

planes. If you’re already a 
subscriber and want to help 
your favourite newspaper, 
you can sponsor Jennifer to 
jump in January (weather 
permitting). All proceeds go 
to DN. Just write in to DN, 
12 Park Crescent, London 
WIN 4EQ, by 14 December, 
saying how much you'll give 
if she jumps. ‘Thaaaaaaanks! 


Be ska 


Cook It Yourself 
by Michelle Berriedale-Johnson 
and Anne Davies 

(Cedar, £4.99, published May 
1993. Send your order and 
cheque to Reed Book Services 
Lid, PO Box 5, Rushden, 
Northants NN1IO 9YX.) 


This book is almost as deli- 
cious as the recipes it sets out. 

Divided into ten chapters, it 
is designed to help anyone 
who finds cooking a pain, a 
bore, difficult or intimidating. 

The introduction outlines 
ways in which good kitchen 
planning saves time and energy 
and includes some fresh ideas. 

The recipes are simplicity 
itself, the average number of 
steps being five. In one case, 
following four steps results in 
“Instant Fish Pie”, which 
doesn’t taste instant at all. 
Stir-fried “Rice with Prawns” 
was again as easy to make as 
falling off a log, and delicious. 

The wide-ranging recipes 
concentrate on keeping 
preparation time to a 
minimum. The nutritional 
content is high, with an 
analysis (including cholesterol) 
at the end of each recipe. 

Cooking pasta in a chip 
basket was a revelation. No 
more drowning the cat as you 
try to lift hot, heavy pans over 
the colander. 

My only complaint is about 
some assumptions made in the 
introduction. Encouraging 
people with disabilities to 
entertain, the book says: 
“Sharing even a cup of coffee 
and a home-made biscuit with 
a neighbour can do a great 
deal to cheer up a lonely day 
or evening for someone living 
on their own”. Yuk. 

I imagine an important 
market for the book will be 
people with disabilities who 
lead busy lives. Such a stray 
sentence is rather telling. Is 
the assumption that all people 
with disabilities live alone? 
That none of us have busy, 
full, days? That those who 
spend the day at home alone 
need cheering up? 

Even so, you’ll still find this 
book on my shelf. 

Kate Nash 
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Festive fare that’s easy to make 


You can buy turkey portions in any supermarket - especially 
around Christmas time. Serves 4 


2 tablespoons (thspn) sunflower 
or other good vegetable oil 


fresh, frozen or tinned 


2 teaspoons (tsp) sugar 
4 rashers streaky bacon cut into 
small pieces with scissors 600ml/1 pint boiling water 
mixed with chicken stock cube 
4 turkey portions 

salt and pepper (you may not 


225g/8 oz cranberries, either need much salt if bacon 1s salty) 


1. Heat the oil in a pan or a flameproof casserole and fry the 
bacon and turkey portions fairly briskly till they are golden. 


2. Add the cranberries, sugar and liquid. Bring to the boil, 
cover and simmer very gently for 30 minutes, or bake in a 
moderate oven (180°C/350°F/Gas Mark 4) for 40 minutes. 


3. Season to taste and serve with rice or oven-ready chips 
(which could be cooked in the oven with the turkey) and 
brussels sprouts or another green vegetable. 


Potato and Leek Bake 


A very easy and nourishing winter dish (a vegetarian Christmas 
choice, perhaps?) You should be able to buy the cheese ready 
grated. Serves 4. 


2 thspn butter or low fat mar- 
garine 


and sliced thickly 


300mI/half a_ pint of milk, 
4 medium-sized potatoes, — skimmed or semi-skimmed 
scrubbed and thickly shced - you 
could also use smaller potatoes 


and leave them whole 


salt and pepper 


50g/ 20z/ 2 .tbspn grated cheese 
4 medium leeks, cleaned (optional) 
1. Grease a baking dish or a multicooker with the butter or 
margarine. 


2. Lay in the vegetables, pour over the milk and season with 
the salt and pepper. 


3. Cover and bake until the potatoes are cooked; this should 
take 45 minutes in a moderate oven or multicooker 
(180°C/350°F/Gas Mark 4) or 15 minutes in a microwave on 
high. 


4. You can turn the dish into a complete meal by sprinkling 
a couple of ounces of grated cheese over the top before it 
goes into the oven. 


Small Fruit Cake Made in Saucepan 


This makes an excellent easy Christmas cake. You can ice it or 
not as you feel inclined. If you do not feel like making your 
own, you can buy ready-made marzipan and royal icing. 
25g/1 oz/1 tbhspn glace cherries, 200g/ 70z tin condensed milk 
chopped roughly 

150ml/ quarter pint water 
225g/8 0z/9 thspn mixed, dried 
fruit 


150g/5 oz/5 thspn butter or low 


fat margarine 


150g/5 02/5 thspn plain flour 
pinch salt 


Half tsp bicarbonate of soda 


1. Put the cherries, fruit, butter or low fat margarine and 
condensed milk and water into a suacepan and heat gently 
over a low heat until the fat melts. Stir well. 

2. Take off the heat and leave to cool. 

3. Add the flour, salt and bicarbonate of soda and mix well. 
4. Turn into a greased non-stick (or lined with greaseproof 
paper) 15cm/6 inch tin and bake for 1 and a quarter hours 
at 160°C/325°F/Gas Mark 3. 


5. When it is done, turn it out of the tin and cool on a rack. 


A very easy Christmas pud which will reheat happily. Some 
people think it is delicious cold. If you want to serve brandy 
butter and do not want to make it, several supermarkets sell 
very good made-up ones. Or use cream or ice cream. Serves 6. 


100g/4 0z suet (you can buy 
vegetarian suet in most health 


food shops) 


100g/ 4 oz self-raising flour, 


wholemeal or white 
100g/4 oz currants 


100g/ 4 oz raisins 


100g/ 4 0z white breadcrumbs or 
4 slices white bread crumbed in a 
processor 

Half level tsp mixed spice 

2 thspn golden syrup 


300mI/ half pint milk, skimmed 


or semi-skimmed 


1. Mix all the dry ingredients in a bowl. 


2. In a pan, warm the syrup with the milk, then pour on to 
the dry ingredients and mix well - quite a sloppy mixture. 


Author Anne Davies with 
some of the kitchen equip- 
ment she finds useful. 


JUSTIN PLUMFREY/GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 


POWERED BY FE: 


3. Spoon mixture into a 
greased 900mlI-1.25_ litre/1 
and a half-2 pint bowl and 
cover with a _ well-greased 
round of greaseproof paper. 


4. Cover this with foil 
tucked down well round the 
rim of the bowl, or with a 
large handkerchief tied in 
place with string, its corners 
tied up over the top. 


5. Put the pudding in a 
large pan with water two- 
thirds of the way up the 
bowl. Cover. Bring to the 
boil and simmer for 4 
hours. 


6. On the day, reheat in a 
large pan with plenty of 
water for 1 hour, or micro- 
wave high for 5 mins and 


PURE AIR 


THE MANGAR METHOD 


OBJECTIVE: 


“YOUR RIGHT TO BE INDEPENDENT” 
METHOD: 


The LttFangar Freestyle 


A Stylish Compact Elevating Powered Chair 


CLASS 


5 S 
GB 
10h 


RESULTS: 


it @ Qualifications 


en US Growth @ 


@ Employment 


Earnings @ 


Ge Achievement: 
Equal Opportunity : Access and Mobility 


For further details CONTACT: Likangar aids Itd. 
Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 


Tel: No. 0544 267674 


Fax: 0544 260287 


Sales Dept. 


FITTED WITH THE SEAT OF YOUR CHOICE! 
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FILM 
Es 


Sneakers 


Surprisingly, the news from 
America was that Sneakers (12) 
- boasting stars from the past 
in Robert Redford and Sidney 
Poitier, a complex plot with a 
message and not much sex and 
violence - was going great guns 
at the box office. 

It’s not that surprising 
though, as the movie turns out 
to be all things to all people: 
something of a Ghostbusters for 
adults. You can see it as a 
ramshackle crew trying to save 
the world adventure; a techno- 
western, with clearly identified 
good and bad guys - Redford’s 
fair-haired Bishop and Ben 
Kingsley’s dark-haired Cosmo 
as computer buffs facing a 
final showdown; a conspiracy 
caper, with organised crime 
and information control as the 
enemies; and there are a 
couple of heart throbs as well - 
Redford and the sensational 
River Phoenix. 

Sneakers is a slow-burning, 


Give a good 
book this 
Christmas 


Crossword fanatics can knit 
their brows over the Jumbo 
Print Crossword Book by Age 
Concern England and Grub 
Street. From WH Smith and 
other bookshops or from 
Department JU, Age Concern 
England, Astral House, 1268 
London Road, London SW16 
4ER. 

Ten years after having a 
stroke, retired headmaster 
Frank Cox (right) wrote 
Coping with a Stroke in 1987 to 
help others adjust to life with a 
disability. The sequel, Sti// 
Coping, continues his story, 
with memories, anecdotes and 
research mixed in. £6.95, the 
Book Guild Ltd, Temple 


lec tage eas en ae repeme Ul 


ENJOY 


Whistler (David Strathairn) and Carl (River Phoenix) get technical 


comic tale of five hi-tech 
wizards who make a living out 
of breaking into places first so 
no-one else can break into 
them - a sort of pre-emptive 
security. 

Bishop has a shady past. In 
order to clear his name, he 
takes on a job to retrieve an 
electronic box which threatens 
all the world’s major 
information systems. But 
“Bish” gets more than he 
bargained for and the end of 
the line leads back to the past 


House, 25-6 High Street, 
Lewes, East Sussex BN7 2LU. 
Coping with a Stroke is still 
available, £8.50, or you can 

buy both for £15. 


Superintendent Ron Johnson 


of the Lancashire police had 
been a keen fell walker for 
many years. But when he 
became a wheelchair user, he 
found many “walks” were 
barred to him. 

His idea of a book of walks 
that wheelchair users, people 
with walking difficulties and 
non-disabled people could 
enjoy, was taken up after his 
death by the Rotary Club. The 
result is On Wheel and on Foot, 


Frank Cox: still coping 


MARQUETRY 


With more than 100 species of veneer, specialist tools, 
adhesives, polish, accessories and a range of over 100 | 
marquetry kits always in stock, beginner or 


professional, you can rely on Art Veneers for 
I all your marquetry needs. 
ae? SEND Fo i 
4 R OUR FREE 
if » L COLOUR LeaFLer | | 


‘ Michael White, \ 
The Art Veneers Co. Ltd, 
Industrial Estate, Mildenhall, 
Suffolk IP28 7AY 

S Tel (0638) 712550 | 
wom or wooo(“Y_) Fax (0638) 712330 
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when two friends were 
separated by what seemed like 
an act of betrayal. 

One of Bishop’s team is a 
blind audio genius, Whistler, 
played by David Strathairn. 
Sound like a cliché? A blind 
person with miraculously 
“gifted” hearing? The 
character isn’t portrayed that 
way. 

For the first 20 minutes or 
so, Whistler’s disability isn’t 
mentioned. He is just there in 
the frame as another character. 


61 walks in Lancashire and 


Cumbria. £4.95, Carnegie 
Publishing, 18 Maynard Street, 
Preston PR2 2AL. 

Rossendale Rotary club hope 
to provide all Physically 
Handicapped and Able-Bodied 
clubs in Cumbria and 
Lancashire (or other disabled 
people’s clubs) with a free copy 
of the book. Contact Ray 
Pollard, 1 Springfield Drive, 
Waterfoot, Rossendale, 
Lancashire BB4 9AW. 

New tape titles from Talking 
Newspapers and Magazines for 
the Blind include The Violet 
Dragons, tales of vegetarian 
dragons and their friends, 
£3.95 each or £10.95 for a set 
of three, Miscellany, a series of 
short stories by famous 
authors, £3.95 each or £12.95 
for a set of three. Tape or 
paper catalogue available. Tel: 
(0435) 866102. 

The Fanatics Guide to 
Computers, £2.99 (above right), 
and Is there Life after 
Housework?, £4.99, are some of 
the stocking-filler fun books in 
the “Little Gift Books” 
catalogue from the British 
Diabetic Association (BDA). 
For the children, how about 
Free Stuff for Kids, £2.99, with 
details of over 250 posters, 
badges, books, games and crafts 
that children can get for free or 
very cheap? 


His audio skills are presented 
not as a result of him 
developing compensatory 
superhuman aural powers, but 
because he is very good at his 
job. 

True, we are still faced with 
the same old problem of a 
disabled character being played 
by a non-disabled actor. But if 
we keep blowing the trumpet 
on this issue for long enough, 
hopefully the walls will 
eventually crumble. 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


The BDA gets more than 
double the normal author 
royalties from every book. For 
a catalogue write to British 
Diabetic Association offer, 
Exley Publications Ltd, 16 
Chalk Hill, Watford WD1 
4BN. 

“Meanreads” is a new series 
from Learning Development 
Aids. Some of the best British 
authors of teenage fiction have 
been commissioned to write for 
the series. Titles include 
You've Got to have the Heart 
by Sue Welford which tells of 
one small boy’s battle to be Mr 
Universe, and Who Needs 
Animals Anyway? by Mary 
Ross, in which Neil has to 
survive two weeks on a farm. 


VIDEO 
ET 


CS: closed subtitles, S: 
subtitles, NS: no subtitles 


1. BASIC INSTINCT 
(Guild) Michael Douglas in 
steamy suspense. Lots of 
steam, little suspense. (CS) 


2. HOOK (Columbia 
Tristar) Peter Pan by 
Spielberg. Disability equals 
evil - yawn. (NS) 


3. CAPE FEAR (CIC) 
Near-supernatural tale of 
De Niro’s thirst for 
revenge. Scary stuff. (NS) 


4. MEMOIRS OF AN 
INVISIBLE MAN 
(Warner) Chevy Chase in 
transparent comedy. (CS) 


5. FATHER OF THE 
BRIDE (Touchstone) 
Steve Martin re-make of a 
’50s comedy. Catch the 
original by Spencer Tracy. 
(CS) 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


Chart courtesy of MRIB 


Gillanders who became 
disabled at the age of ten and 
is now, at 52, a successful 
businesswoman. £5.95 plus £1 
p&p from the British School of 
Reflexology, Holistic Healing 
Centre, 92 Sheering Road, Old 
Harlow, Essex CM17 OJT. 

120 Letters that Get Results, 
£8.99, and Caring for Parents 
in Later Life, £9.99, are two of 
the excellent, no-nonsense 
books from Which? For a 
catalogue, write to Consumers’ 
Assocation, Castlemead, 
Gascoyne Way, Hertford X, 
SG14 1LH. 

Corinna Thomas spent three 
months at the Centre for the 
Rehabilitation of the Paralysed 
in Bangladesh, described as 


IT WAS EITHER 
HIM OR ME ! 


The Fanatics Guide to Computers by Roland Fiddy, pub- 
lished by Exley Publications, Watford 


Pitched at a reading age of 
nine and an interest level of 11 
plus, the six-book series costs 
£23.95 plus £2.50 p&p from 
Learning Development Aids, 
Abbeygate House, East Road, 
Cambridge, CB] 1DB. Or you 
can order individual titles for 
£3.95 from bookshops. 

No Mean Feat is the 
autobiography of Ann 


“the Third World’s equivalent 
to Stoke Mandeville”. Read 
about how she got on in From 
Horizontal to Vertical: Working 
with Paralysed People in 
Bangladesh. £10.95, 
Summersdale Publishers, PO 
Box 49, Chichester PO19 4LF. 
£5 from every sale of the book 
goes to the Centre in 
Bangladesh. 


PAINTINGS 


Mencap art 
exhibition 


The Mencap international 
exhibition of art by people 
with a learning disability has 
become an annual institution. 
Looking around this year’s, 
the 29th, it is easy to see why. 
There are over 200 pieces 
from 32 countries selected by 
Tony Hart, artist, teacher and 
tv presenter, and David Battie, 
an art school graduate and 
now a director of Sotheby’s. 
My first impression was of 
walking into an art fair. It took 
place in a large, modern, 
riverside development - all 
glass, brick, plants and men in 
suits. The immaculately framed 
paintings were hung on screens 
in the centre and arranged 
alphabetically by country. 
Inevitably when faced with 
such a variety, some things 
stand out and others get lost in 
the crowd. Any selection is 
bound to be personal and far 
from exhaustive. However, 
here are a few of my favourites. 
There was some striking 
work from Czechoslovakia 
including Jirina Misalova’s 
“Portrait of my Father” with 
its fearless use of contrasting 
colours. Below it hung Petr 
Sedlacek’s “Friends” two 
stylized figures which, seen 
from a distance, turned into 
one face. Miroslav Katrencik’s 
“Fiddler” had the messy 
vitality of Steadman or Scarfe, 
while Jiri Cejka’s “A Lion” 
(above) was perhaps my pick 
of the show. An emotionally 
charged drawing with a strong 
sense of self-portrait. 


EXHIBITION 


Different 
views 


An exhibition of photography 
by disabled people is not 
something I might normally 
visit, but it was an experience 
I’m glad to have had. Different 
Views has been worked on for 
two years by the National 
Museum of Photography, Film 
& Television (NMPFT), the 
arts group Valid, and the 
Armley Resource Centre to 
involve disabled people in the 
creation of their own images. 

Having ridden by wheelchair 
stairlift to the gallery where it 
is being presented, my first 
impression was of the variety 
of different subjects on view. 

I have to confess that I did 
not understand some of the 
more abstract photographs. 
But they were, in the most 
part, pleasing on the eye. Each 


“Night” by Hungarian 
Angela Orsos felt like listening 
to a folk tale. A young girl 
walks through an intense 
purple night past houses which 


Se 


seem to be alive ... I got a 
similarly other-worldly feeling 
from “People Around the 
Table” by Gudny Bjornsdottir 
of Iceland, a dark painting in 
which shadowy figures loom 
around a tiny table. Another 
drawing which expressed thie 
feeling of unseen inner life was 


the delightful “Monsters That . 


(Usually) Eat Monsters” by 
Italian Carollo Massimo, a 
cartoon-like set of drawings of 
monsters each with a smaller 
monster within. 

From Kuwait there was a 
simple but frightening pair of 
drawings by Mohammed Omar, 
“Before the War” and “The 
War”. In the first, people work 
the fields with the sun shining 
on a distant oil refinery; in the 


KEN ROWLEY 


“Treading Water” 


picture or group of pictures 
was accompanied by words, 
some about the photograph, 
others on the thoughts of the 
photographer. 

Ken Rowley (above) said: 
“rather than let diabetes take 
over my life, I have responded 
in a positive way and opened 
new doors by gaining new 


second, they cower as soldiers 
and tanks fill the field, flame 
and smoke fill the sky and the 
refinery buildings scowl. 
There was also good work 


ba 


“A Lion” by no other name. Adam Reynolds’ pick of the show. 


from the UK. My favourite was 
Carol Bowes “Women with 
Cats” a surreal drawing of a 
small old lady adrift in a sea of 
variously shaped cats. ‘Two 
other gems were “Poppy Field” 
and “Walk in the Woods”, 
small, almost abstract paintings, 
by a group from Essex. 

One question which nagged 
at me as I looked around: is it 
appropriate to show the work of 
children and adults side by side 
without distinction? This may 
seem a small point but the 
stereotype of perpetual 
childhood is commonly applied 
to people with a learning 
disability. The assumption 
seems to be that people whose 
intellectual development is 
impaired cannot reach physical, 


skills. One of these new skills 
is photography.” 

Shots of a guide dog by 
Andrea Lamb and co-worker 
Fran Faflik were narrated thus: 


“Superdog I am no 
Trained I am though 
Instructions are given 


And I do obey 


Patronising pats 
Come our way 
Distracting us 
Whilst on our way 


Oh Charities 

A crying claim 

To control and care for us 
As they think best” 


My only slight concern was 
at a group of powerful and 
angry poster-type photographs 


Look out for 


Signed performance of The 
Comedy of Errors by The 
Royal Shakespeare Company. 
11 December at Southampton 
Mayflower. Tel: (0703) 229771. 


Tom Stoppard’s Enter a Free 
Man by The Venturers Drama 


emotional or spiritual maturity 
either. While I felt that many 
of these works clearly contradict 


that assumption I was less sure 
that the overall effect did. 


JIRI CEJKA 


I also would have liked the 
pictures grouped more 
sympathetically. I found the 
country by country hanging 
rather arbitrary and felt it did 
no favours to individual pieces 
or to the exhibition as a whole. 

Finally, there is a feeling that 
it would be good for the show 
to be more widely seen than for 
one week in London. I would 
like to see a smaller selection in 
a mainstream arts venue. 

As some barriers against 
disabled people’s involvement 
with art galleries are coming 
down, it is time that some of 
these artists found a voice in 
the art world. There is 
perception and expression here 
from which we could all learn. 

Adam Reynolds 


stating “Don’t talk down to 
me”, “Disabled not stupid” 
and so on. I know what they 
mean but I am not sure how 
people who have no experience 
of disability will react. It may 
strike a chord of awareness. I 
hope it doesn’t make them 
think the only emotion 
disabled people feel is anger. 

I would have been happier 
to see these strong photographs 
interspersed with the positive 
and humorous ones, just as 
these emotions are interspersed 
in life. 

Anne Royston 


At NMPFT, Bradford till 7 
February. Available for tour until 
1995. Contact the Impressions 
Gallery, Castlegate, York YOI 


IRN, tel: (0904) 654724. 


Group for the Visually 
Handicapped 10, 11 and 12 
December. Mandela Theatre 
Club, London NW1. Tel: 
(0753) 525773. 


Trading Faces can lead 
mask-theatre workshops for 
visually impaired people. Tel: 
(0235) 816016. 


Deaf 
programming 
rarely gets a 
mention in this 
column. This is 
partly because, 
not being deaf, 
I do not 
consider myself the best 
person to judge this genre. It’s 
also because deaf programming 
seldom acknowledges any 
connections with wider 
disability issues. However, See 
Hear! (BBC1, 1 November) 
did just that. 

This edition, which adopted 
a chatshow format, not only 
paid tribute to the BBC’s 
Disability Programmes Unit by 
interviewing its editor Kerena 
Marchant, but also featured 
the British Deaf Association’s 
chairman Murray Holmes who 
said he wanted to form links 
with other disability 
organisations. I hope this is the 
beginning of a trend towards a 
wider scope for See Hear! 

The edition marked the end 
of Deaf Awareness Week. In 
television terms the event was 
not partiucalarly auspicious. 
Points of View added sign 
language interpretation, but 
only for Anne Robinson’s links 
and not the letters themselves. 
On Children’s BBC (BBCI, 27 
October) Andi Peters was 
given a rather too brief lesson 
in sign language. And Did You 
See ...2 (BBC2, 25 October) 
gave a very token plug to the 
See Hear! special The 
Columbus Trail. Not being 
particularly into adventure and 
travel, The Columbus Trail 
(BBC2, 28 October) itself was 
not really my cup of tea. 
However, its presenters, Ruth 
Craig and Sarah Livermore, 
are real finds upon which 
television should capitalize. 

Challenge Anneka (BBCI 9 
and 23 October) twice featured 
disabled people. 

The first programme was 
about building a wheelchair 
accessible fishing reserve. The 
second was about enabling ten 
previously inexperienced para- 
plegics to deep sea dive in the 
Red Sea. Both were good, the 
second only slightly less so by 
the apparent need to ask each 
and every one how they had 
become disabled. 

And finally, a spate of dis- 
ability drama. The Dream Team 
(BBC1, 3 October) was a 
comic re-working of One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, featur- 
ing mental distress survivors 
in the guise of cute eccentrics. 
Network (BBC1, 13 October) 
featured the angst of a nervous 
breakdown being blatantly 
abused by television. And the 
feature length Little House on 
the Prairie (C4, 18 October) 
had a sighted actor inade- 
quately portraying a blind 
character. All evidence of Hol- 
lywood’s misconception of dis- 
ability. 


Chris Davies 
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18 PERSON TO PERSON 


Share Your Problems 


with Ann Darnbrough 


Why be lonely 
this Christmas? 
Join in the fun 


Sparkle, glitz, and all that 
tinsel trash - dontcha just love 
all that bad taste at 
Christmas? I’m not very good 
at putting decorations up, I get 
too impatient, so I just get out 
the tattered remnants of last 
year’s riotous roistering and 
hang the chains and gaudy gee 
gaws on any odd nails 
conveniently left in. Good 
taste (what’s that?) goes out of 
the window. 

Thank goodness for the 
children, because without them 
there would be no excuse for 
such excess. For a few days 
our sitting room looks like a 
disordered bazaar - and I love 
it. It’s even better when the 
party poppers have popped 
and streamers cover 
everything. 

Will you be having a riotous 
Christmas this year or will you 
be Lonely This Christmas, in 
the words of the song by the 
70s pop group Mud? 

The emotional and lovelorn 
rendition of this song is 
reminiscent of Elvis - the 
master of bad taste, but he’d 
really got something, hadn’t 
he? 

Somehow, being lonely at 
Christmas is so much worse 
than at any other time. I can 
remember a period in my life 


when I was very much on my 
own and I dreaded bank 
holidays and especially 
Christmas, when everybody 
seemed to disappear into the 
bosom of their families. 

People who have families 
often say they would like to 
escape from their Christmas 
“obligations”, but I wonder 
how true that really is. 

We are often told that the 
answer to loneliness is in our 
own hands and that we should 
get out and about. But if you 
are hard up and have mobility 
difficulties, as so many 
disabled people do, that’s 
easier said than done. 


Families at war 
What will you be doing this 


Christmas? Will you be part of 


a happy (or a warring) family 
circle or will you be on your 
own? 

I know there are those who 
thoroughly enjoy their solitary 
Christmas, but if you don’t, 
how do you cope, how do you 
get through? 

And what about the run up 
to Christmas? A number of 
organisations put on Christmas 
parties for local disabled 
people. Do you go to these? 
They can be fun, but would 
you choose to go if you had 


INDEPENDENCE 


Fully Automatic 
Adjustable 
Bed. 


Free Ho 
Demonstration 


VARIABLE 
HEIGHT (Hi/Lo) 


SELECT COMFORT FROM A 
THOUSAND POSITIONS 


at the touch of a button & 
with the THERAPOSTURE \=Z. 


& UNDER BED CLEARANCE 


GET IN AND 
OUT EASILY 


READTV y FEET-UP \ j 
SUPPLIERS TO DSS 
& HEALTH AUTHORITIES. 


Telephone: (0985) 213440 


LL GN 
V7, 


AUTOMATIC 
SEAT LIFT 


we 


other things to do? 

These social occasions are 
usually run by able-bodied 
people, and there can be a 
sharp distinction between the 
organisers and entertainers and 
those who have been invited to 
“enjoy” themselves. 

Perhaps being patronised 
doesn’t matter if you’re 
enjoying yourself. I’ve 
certainly seen people having a 
lot of fun at these do’s. What 
do you think? Can it be 
squared with the movement 
for independence? Is 
independence also lonely? 


The meaning of Christmas 
I started off with a frivolous 
view of Christmas. However, it 


is a Christian festival and 
many think it should be taken 
a great deal more seriously. 

The image of Jesus that 
comes down through history is 
of a loving person very 
concerned with the welfare of 
those around him, women as 
well as men. 

His supreme spiritual 
qualities suggest that he would 
not be happy with our ultra- 
materialistic philosophy which 
leads those who have money to 
spend a great deal on feasting 
and presents, and those who 
are poor to feel more destitute 
and alienated from society than 
ever. 

While [’m glad that certain 
charities provide a warm bed 
and a meal at Christmas for 
those who are homeless, and 
do all they can to help, the 
abandoning of these people 


after Christmas to the non- 
provision of the welfare state 
strikes me as an aspect of our 
society that would cause Jesus 
great pain and despair. 


Helping others 

If you receive any unwanted 
Christmas presents, you might 
think of sending them to 
reader Dawn Lange. She is 
longing for a once in a 
lifetime reunion with her 
brothers and sister in 
Australia, who she has not 
seen for 40 years. 

She says, “At present ’m 
on crutches, and Id like to go 
while I’m fairly able to move 
around.” She is working hard 
to raise the air fare by selling 
bric-a-brac and household 
items on stalls at fairs and in 
car boot sales. 

Reader Adrian Jones sells 
greetings cards to benefit a 
local charity called The 
Rainbow Centre. He has two 
designs for Christmas and will 
be glad to send you a page 
showing the designs for you to 
choose. Please send a stamped 
addressed envelope. He 
charges £3.50 per pack of ten 
cards. 

We all have our own taste in 
Christmas cards. Some of us 
like traditional scenes - robins 
and snow, reindeer and Father 
Christmas, representations of 
the Christmas story. I send a 
mixture - matching the friend 
to the card. 


Rocky relationships 

There can be a dreadful 
loneliness from being forced to 
be with a partner year in, year 
out, with whom you are 
somehow no longer 
compatible. 

Where there has been a 
happy relationship, the 
problems may be unresolved 
sexual difficulties. Perhaps this 
is the time to try to sort out 
these problems. I have 
mentioned SPOD (the 
Association to Aid the Sexual 
and Personal Relationships of 
People with a Disability) 
before. 

SPOD is able to advise by 
telephone, and also has leaflets 
which you may find helpful. In 


addition, they may be able to 
give you the name of a local 
counsellor. 

Another charity set up to 
help people with learning 
difficulties or physical 
disabilities who are 
experiencing sexual problems 
or who need counselling in 
personal relationships is 
Discern.They provide both 
face-to-face counselling as well 
as a telephone service. 


New Year resolutions 
Happy Christmas! [ll be in 
touch in the New Year. I’d be 
very interested to hear about 
any New Year resolutions 
yow’re promising yourself you 
will be making and I will 
include these in my column. 

While you're at it, how 
about doing some New Year 
resolutions for Government 
ministers who are threatening 
us with benefit cuts - got any 
ideas? 

How about, for starters, 
resolving to continue with the 
Independent Living Fund 
(ILF) so that all applicants will 
continue to be considered for 
grants after March (those 
already in the scheme will 
continue to be funded by, a 
successor body to the ILF). 

Why stop at members of the 
Government? I am sure that 
you could quickly draw up 
some interesting resolutions for 
your local authority. All 
suggestions, sensible and silly, 
are welcome. 

I am looking forward to 
hearing from you. Please write 
to me c/o Disability Now, 12 
Park Crescent, London WIN 


4EQ. 


Dawn Lange, 94 Knights Way, 
Brentwood, Essex CM13 2ER. 
Adrian Jones, 35 Locks Heath 
Park Road, Locks Heath, 
Southampton SO3 6NA. 

SPOD, 286 Camden Road, Lon- 
don N7 OBJ, tel: 071-607 
S851. Counselling line open: 
Wednesday 1.30-4.30pm, Tues- 
day and Thursday 10.30am- 
1.30pm. 

Discern, 32 Heathcote Street, 
Nottingham NGI 3AA,_ tel: 
(0642) 588043. Discern Mans- 
field. Tel: (0623) 23732. 


Therapeutic management of posture 


with SYMMETRIKIT 


It is recognised by therapists that 
people who are unable to move well 
can be at risk of developing an 
unconventional body shape. The 
therapeutic management of a 
symmetrical posture is 
recommended in the effort to 


It was designed with three main 
principles in mind: 


1. Clinical function 
2. Comfort 
3. Aesthetics 


The chair will cater for all 
age groups and is 

adjustable in size to grow 
with the client or alter as 


ALSO THE x9 prevent these problems. 
AUTOMATIC SEAT LIF 
SLUMBER RECLINER 

FOR COMPLETE REST 
OR PEACEFUL SLEEP. 


Send for a FREE BROCHURE 


THERAPOSTURE LIMITED 
FREEPOST, (NO STAMP REQUIRED) 
WARMINSTER, WILTS. BA12 9YT 


The SYMMETRIKIT chair was 
designed by a highly qualified 


a” ee ae ey ed and experienced team. their condition changes. 

r NAME DN12/92 

g ADDRESS Our assessments are carried out by caring, knowledgeable people, for further information contact: 
F SYMMETRIKIT LTD, The Sharratts, School Lane, Hopwas, Tamworth, Staffordshire B78 3AD 

¥ = Tel: 0827 69992/67414 Fax: 0827 67414 
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Renew your| The Doings of Dan Nugent (“DN” to his friends) by Rigby 


subscription 
‘ p AEE A LGZOOD 3 NOW CHEER Oo q YOU KNOW ‘ re 1 HAVEN'T HAD A 
in seconds! ae c UP DAN / THINK YouRE) \PRESENT HALF AS 


x DREADFUL - 
You can now renew ‘ ; x . Ss 
our Disability Now ° 


subscription by 
Access or Visa over 
the phone. 

Call Jennifer White- 
head or Karen King 
on 071-383 4575 (24 


hours). 


REMEMBER ,THERE’S 
ALWAYS SOMEONE WORSE 
OFF THAN YOURSELF 


CHRISTMAS ? HUMBUG! 
Umm OU MASI AME SMA TE, BOB 
CRATCHIIT WAS BARMY 


DN’s crossword 


Answers page 23 COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


Kath and Robert 
Coker from 
Plymouth, Devon, 
are the 500,000th 
household in Britain 
to join the GasCare 
register, a free 
British Gas service 
for customers with 
special needs.* 
What could they be 
saying as they 
conjour up 
eggstraordinary 
culinary delights? 

1 . Organ of the body (5) Send your answers 
: -- and save (5) . French port (2,5) 


1 
2 
_ Speech disability (7) 3. Privileged information (6,5) | to DN, 12 Park 
9. Used to control a horse (4 5. Islamic holy book (5 
bape! ° ook) Crescent, London 
7 
1 


‘10. Heali ters (3) . Welsh border village (5) 
12. Biblical Pe BE Israel (5) : Job (4) eal a WIN 4EQ by TAKING CARE OF SPECIAL NEEDS 
13. Like 12 across? (6) 1. Little finger (5) 


ACROSS DOWN 


. French (6) 


15. Tailor (10) 14. Hamlet’s mother (8) 3 December. DISABLED SOLUTIONS are pleased to announce 
20. Southern European coun- 15. Polishing rag (6) the launch of their new range of shower cubicles. 
try (5) 16. Honorary title for men (3) * Contact British Gas, in the 
21. Beverage (3) 17. Chinese chairman (3) phonel a ae This unique concept can be used by the able 
22. Car fitting (3,4) 18. Man’s name (3) ; : : 
24. Noise (5) 1OaWalk aimlessly (6) ... NEWS QUIZ... bodied as well as the wheelchair user and with 
25. Way in (5) 23. Short letter (4) Answers page 23 sliding doors that open inwards space is no 
26. Lace run (anag) 24. Thus (Latin) (3) 1. How many coal mines did longer a problem even in the smallest of 

the Government initially want bathrooms. 


to close? 

2. Which German “Green” 
activist was found shot dead? 
3. Who brought out a 


OTHER PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 


Regulation M wheelchair accessible toilet facility 
controversial book called Sex? 


4. Which blind person became Toilet Patt oe : 

in glasses is saying. “Okay president of the poetry society? Toilet lever extension handles 

Rare aR Pihink’the * : es oe 5. Why were three doctors Children’s commode and shower chair 

UA valk Vow Thanks to 7 found guilty in a French court? Toilet seat lifter 

everyone who entred the 6. How old was John Cleeset Children’s bathing hammock 

competition. Keep those 7. In which country’s elections 

entries flooding in next did the former communist 
party win the largest share of 

foal TREVOR PORTER the vote? 


8. Which country voted DISABLED SOLUTIONS LTD 


against giving some of its 


November winner 

A festive £10 Christmas 
bonus goes to Mr A 
Swindells of Rushden, 
Northamptonshire. The man 


For further information please contact 


BEFORE WE GO... ethnic minorities the right to 377/379 WEST END ROAD, HAYDOCK, 
THE DN TEAM WOULD LIKE TO WISH Sie aaeenBiloa ST HELENS, LANCS WA11 OAX. 

ALL OUR READERS A VERY MERRY released as a film? Napa see cam ie Ee Tn - 
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 10. Which rugby team caused; |). re pq744'28222 TEL: 081 807 4484 


: protests when it tried to visit 
WE’LL SEE YOU IN 1993! England for the first time in 
22 years? 


IEE EN 
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20 INFORMATION 


London’ Electricity offers 
bills in braille or large print to 
customers with a visual impair- 
ment. To obtain this service, 
call in at a customer service 
centre or shop, write to your 
local area office or tel: 071-331 
3198. 


Islington Music Workshop 
(IMW) runs a programme of 
outreach workshops in Isling- 
ton, London. If you are a dis- 
abled person interested in 
making music at any centre you 
attend, contact the workshop at 
44 Peartree Street, London 
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EC1V 3SB, tel: 071-608 0231. 


Birmingham Central 
Library (logo below) now has a 
disability resources point with 


facilities including a minicom, 
kurzweil machine and 
wheelchair loan service. Tel: 


MASTER 


The Master is designed to convey up 
to 5 wheelchairs or 15 seated 
passengers, or a combination to the 
two. Kasy access is by folding 
lightweight ramp, hydraulic lift, or 
lowering the suspension. 

Prices from £19,740 + 17.5% VAT 
where applicable. 


For further information contact Frank Greensmith. 
Tel 0705 756265. Fax 0705 822209. 
RENAULT _ or contact your nearest Renault dealer. 


021-235 4545, minicom: 021- 
235 3789, or ask at your local 
library for further details. 


The Council for Disabled 
Children is the new name for 
the Voluntary Council for 
Handicapped Children. Their 
address is 8 Wakley Street, 
London ECIV 7QE, tel: 071- 
278 9441. 


The Disability Alliance has 
published a Benefits Guide for 
Children and Young People with 
Disabilities. £4 (£3.50 for peo- 


ple on income support). Send 


EXTRA FREEDOM & FINESSE 


The Freedom has easy access by 
automatic lowering of rear 
suspension. Designed to carry 4-5 
adults plus a wheelchair passenger 
comfortably, and now an addition to 
the model range — the Finesse, with 
folding ramp and at a budget 
price.Prices from £9950 + 17.5% 
VAT where applicable. 


cheques payable to Disability 
Alliance ERA to DA ERA, 
Universal House, 88-94 Went- 
worth Street, London El 7SA. 


Disability and Dedication 
(DAD) is a small voluntary 
group doing disability aware- 
ness work with school children. 
Contact Paul Hattersley, DAD, 
1 Brindley Crescent, Norton 
Lees, Sheffield S8 8PZ, tel: 
(0742) 508095. 


The British Epilepsy Associ- 
ation (BEA) is now an 
umbrella organisation for fami- 


The Trafic is designed to convey up to 
3 wheelchairs or 12 seated 
passengers or a combination of the 
two. Easy access is by folding 
lightweight ramp, hydraulic lift or 
lowering suspension. Prices from 
$11995 + 17.5% VAT 

where applicable. 


All conversions are tailor 
made to suite each 
customers individual 
requirements and offer 
the highest levels of 
comfort and durability. 


Atlas are a recognised Renault UK 
Converter and are one of the few 
companies in their field to have 
obtained the coveted British 
Standards 5750 Pt.2 & QAS 352/161 
awards for quality. 


Atlas 


CONVERSIONS 


lies and children with rare 
medical syndromes of which 
epilepsy is a part. For details 
send an SAE to Avril Stewart, 
manager, National Information 
Centre, BEA, Anstey House, 
40 Hanover Square, Leeds 
LS3 1BE. 


Fiona Watson (below), who is 
reading chemistry with profes- 


sional training at Southampton 
University, was the first winner 
of the science education award 
for visually impaired women 
presented at the Women of the 
Year Luncheon in October. 


The Department For Edu- 
cation has produced the guide 
to student grants and loans in 
talking book and braille format. 
Free from the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind, PO Box 
173, Peterborough PE2 OWS, 
tel: (0345) 023153. 


Out of the Shadows was pro- 
duced as part of the MIND 
(logo below) Stress on Women 


campaign. It assesses how gen- 
der rather than mental health 
problems often determine the 
treatment offered within the 
psychiatric services. £3.80 
from MIND Publications/ Mail 
Order Service, Kemp House, 
First Floor, 152-160 City 
Road, London EC1V 2NP. 


Boadicea is a newsletter for 
disabled women from _ the 
Greater London Association of 
Disabled People (GLAD). Send 
an SAE for a copy to Becky 
Canning, GLAD, 336 Brixton 
Road, London SW9 7AA. 


MOVES 


Claire Broadbent is the new 
national training co-ordinator at 
Mencap. Roger Firman _ is 
now music services manager 
and Rhona Patterson, consul- 
tant for multiply disabled 
adults in Scotland at the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind. 
Meta Harvey is the new 
Northern Ireland co-ordinator 
for the Association for Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus. 
Steven Hughes is now head of 


Holly Bank Special School,” 


West Yorkshire. Alan Lang- 
lands is the new NHS deputy 
chief executive. Ian White is 
now project manager special 


needs with Kent TEC. 
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a RE a aT 
WHAT’S ON 


Planet Open Day, an opportunity to see the work of this national 
information service on play, leisure and recreation for disabled chil- 
dren. 3 December at Harperbury Hospital, Harper Lane, Radlett, 
Hertfordshire. Free. For further details contact Jayne Gillard, pro- 
ject administrator. Tel: (0923) 854861 ext 4384. 


Improving the Usability of Public Buildings for People with 
Sensory Impairments, a seminar on 3 December in London. For 
more details contact Andrew Gatenby, seminar officer, Centre for 
Accessible Environments, 35 Great Smith Street, London SW1P 


3BJ, tel: 071-222 7980. 


Healthy Sexuality, HIV and People with Learning Difficul- 
ties, a one day conference on 8 December at the International Con- 
vention Centre, Birmingham. £70. For programme details and an 
application form, contact Linda Hubbard, East Birmingham Health 
Promotion Unit, 102 Blakesley Road, Birmingham B258RN, tel: 


021-783 3358. 


Housing and Residential Accommodation for People with 
Disabilities, a workshop for architects, occupational therapists and 


administrators. 


13-15 December at Castle Priory College in 


Oxfordshire. £171.60. Further details from Castle Priory College, 
Wallingford, Oxfordshire, OX10 OHE, tel: (0491) 37551. 


Sexuality and Older People, a course on 15 December in 


Bayswater, London. 


£50 For more details contact Henrietta 


Ayoola, Age Concern Training, Astral House, 1268 London Road, 
London SW16 4ER, tel: 081-679 5481. 


DAHLING Christmas Party for deaf, hard of hearing and hear- 
ing lesbians on 16 December. For further information contact 


Camden Lesbian Centre, 54-56 Phoenix Road, London NWI. 


HELP! 


The London Rape Crisis 
Centre (LRCC) wants volun- 
teer counsellors for its 24 hour 
helpline. LRCC is keen to 
recruit women with disabilities 
(though the premises are not 
wheelchair accessible), car- 
ers/mothers, older women and 
black women. For details of 
interviews for January training 


I PROBLEM 
SLEEPING? 


Fase tired and painful muscles, 


send a large SAE to training 
project, LRCC, PO Box 69, 
London WC1X 9NJ. 


Sue Cullum is doing a feasi- 
bility study on setting up a 
wheelchair and special equip- 
ment assessment centre at Lord 
Mayor ‘Treloar College in 
Hampshire. She would like to 
hear from anyone who has been 
involved in similar projects. 
Contact her at 14 Benenden 
Green, Alresford, Hampshire 
SO24 9PF, tel: (0962) 734316. 


— Wake up to the new Beautyrest Adjustable Bed 


FOR SALE 


STANNAH CHAIRLIFT, right hand 
side ascending. 14ft of track. Can be seen 
working. £300. Tel: 041-644 3112. 


NURSERY SNUG SEAT, complete 
with foam pads and car anchorage kit. No 
wheel frame. VGC. £200 ono. Tel: 061- 
499 0111 (evenings only). 


VESSA ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, 
2 speed right hand operated. 2 years old. 
£1,000 ono. Tel: D. Muriel 081-568 0224 
ext 359 (days). 


RATCLIFF WHEELCHAIR TAIL- 
LIFT, single post. Removed from Tran- 
sit but will fit most vans. £350 ono. Tel: 
(0449) 673417 (Stowmarket). 


SUPA BYKE petite tricycle with foot 
clamps suit child 4-8 years old VGC. 
£125. Tel: (0270) 71282 (Cheshire). 


LARK BATTERY SCOOTER, hardly 
used, excellent condition. Any reasonable 
offer considered. Buyer collects. Tel: 
(0734) 700161 (Dundee). 


MANUAL WHEELCHAIR, Remploy 
Roller Sports, 2 years old. £175. Tel: 
(0793) 538674. 


PASSENGER SEAT TURNTABLE, 
strong simple design, turns 90 degrees. 
No electrics. Suit Maestro. £75. Tel: 
(0483) 415084. 


FEEL THE COLD? 


Aching muscles & joints? Try the 
soft cosy comfort of Angora Thermal 
Clothing (warmer than wool). 
FREE colour catalogue: Orkney 
Angora, Sanday, Orkney KW17 2AZ. 
Tel: (08575) 421 (24 hrs). 


Detached house, 

4 beds, 3 receps, nice 
garden, in pretty, friendly 
Dorset village, stairlift 
installed. Bargain at 
£155,000 ono. 

Tel: (0935) 872116. 


— 
oh) Ep mT 
axe’, (>) GUARANTEED 


For a fast and efficient service contact 
Mr Evans on 021-366 6796 any time. 
Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
the claims made in the advertise- 
ments it prints. Readers are advised 
to check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


RENAULT TRAFIC MOTOR CARAVAN 
AUTO T1000 1989. 2,500 MILES ONLY. 
FULLY EQUIPPED FOR C6 TETRA. REMOTE 
STEERING/F&J HAND CONTROLS. REMOTE 
CONTROLS ON ALL DRIVING FUNCTIONS. 
INFRA RED TAIL LIFT/DOORS. UNWIN 
TRACKING. ELECTRIC WINDOWS. SUN 
ROOF. TOW BAR. FREEZER, REFRIGERATOR. 
OVEN, GRILL, HOB etc. BED. ROOM- 
HEATER. SHOWER AND FLUSH TOILET. 
DOUBLE GLAZED. ELECTRIC HOOK-UP. 


RESELCO HAND CONTROL. Right 
handed push-pull control. For Metro. 
£50. Tel: (0493) 617321. 


CHILTERN SHOWERLOO, 
wheelchair access, hand basin, grab bars. 
Two years old, hardly used. £250. Buyer 
to collect. Tel: (0559) 362498. 


WHEELCHAIR LIFT, Gemini 3000 
through-floor lift. Cost £6,000 in 1992, 
will accept £2,000. Can be re-located 
anywhere in the country by original 
installers. Tel: 081-995 5191. 


APOLLO BATH with hydraulic seat 
lift. Enables disabled people to bathe 
without difficulty. Tel: 081-950 0852. 


RENAULT EXTRA CONVERSION, 
fully adapted with rear access for 
wheelchair plus 3 passengers. G reg. 
Excellent condition, full service record. 
Reduced to £5,650 for quick sale. Tel: 
(0533) 776119. 


EVERAIDS TURBO, spare wheels, 
new battery. £800 ono. Tel: (0202) 
733171. 


BEC HORIZON WHEELCHAIR, two 
years old. Cost £2,000 new, accept 
£1,500. Tel: (0226) 245843 (Barnsley). 


VESSA VITESSE mark 3. Good condi- 
tion, regularly serviced. Shopping bag 
and charger. Bargain £600. Tel: (0256) 
461015. 


VAUXHALL ASTRAMAX van Chair- 
man conversion, rear entry wheelchairs 
etc. H reg, 21,000. Automatic power 
steering, joystick steering vacuum brake, 


remote control ancillary controls. 
£14,000. Tel: (0903) 745831. 


FORD ESCORT ESTATE car, C reg, 
blue 1,600cc, 35,000 miles. Automatic 
with joystick steering vacuum brake, 
front windows. £3,000 ono. Tel: (0903) 
745831. 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
E P Cee 
Specialising in: 
- LIGHTWEIGHT, RIGID 
& FOLDING WHEELCHAIRS 


e Authorised dealer for Quickie, 
Swede and Action Technology 

e Home demonstration of products 

e Servicing, spares and repairs 

e Adult and childrens wheelchairs 


FOR A BROCHURE OR FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Tel/Fax: 0252 547939 


156 Alexandra Road, Famborough, 
Hants GU14 6RY 


OR OUR NEW OFFICE IN COVENTRY 
Tel/Fax: 0203 422327 


14 company run by the disabled — for the disabled 


POWERCHAIRS ¢ 
(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) 5 
Nearly new, hardly used 
Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. 
All models wanted and for sale. 
, The right one to suit your 
: individual problem. 
Free Advice, 
Delivery, Collection. 
All Areas Covered. 
Ring Mr Gibbons 


021-357 4965. 


E&J SAFARI petrol driven, approx 
60mpg, 3 years old, low mileage, 
wheelchair rack on back for folding chair, 
plus unused set of all-terrain tyres. 
£2,200 ono. Tel: (0482) 210730. 


KUSCHALL WHEELCHAIR special 
weight 8.7kg (19.2lb). Little used. Very 
good condition..Cost with accessories 
£1,273. Best offer will be accepted. Tel: 
081-863 1262. 


CONDUCTIVE EDUCATION FUR- 
NITURE. £200. Tel: 081-764 1319. 


AUSTIN METRO B reg. Poynting con- 
version. 28,000 miles, MOT to end Feb 
1993. £2,250 ono. Tel: (0666) 822405. 


FORD ESCORT 1.4L automatic. Left 
foot accelerator conversion. G reg. 4,500 
miles. Sun roof. Good as new. £5,900 
ono. Tel: (0403) 731131. 


AUTOMATIC G REG volvo 340 blue. 
Car chair passenger side electric chair. 
£7,950. Tel: (0323) 768971. 


ORTHOKINETIC TRAVEL CHAIR, 
blue, tray, H strap bag, side supports, 
pummel. Feb ’92. Used about 1 month. 
Seat width 15in. Back length 24in. £600. 
Tel: (0536) 712952. 


MOBILITY 2000 WHEELCHAIR, 
climbs stairs, reclines, moves easily over 
rough terrain. Unused. £3,500. Tel: 081- 
857 3371. 


PROPERTY 


HOUSE WITH GRANNY annexe, 4 
bed with sep. double-bed flat built for 
elderly. GCH, GGE. £215,000. Sur- 
biton. Also BEC 40 Horizon wheelchair, 
battery ch, bag, pump. ee) ono. Tel: 
081-399 4483. 


WANTED 


HAPPY MACERATOR. Tel: (0734) 
478136 (Reading). 


MOBILE ELECTRIC HOIST. Tired 
mum with arthritic spine needs hoist, 
anything considered. Tel: (0727) 872146. 
MACLAREN MAJOR 


single buggy 


urgently required. Tel: 081-764 1319. 


STAIRLIFTS WANTED FOR 
CASH. ANY MAKE OR MODEL. 


TEL: 0860 482857 OR 0455 
285680 (EVES) TRADE 


ACCOMMODATION 


Stonewall Housing Association: 
vacancy for lesbian or gay 
wheelchair user (17-25). Mobility 
flat in shared hostel exclusively 
for lesbians and gays. In 
Hackney, London. For details 
phone SHA: 081-885 2305. 


HAIR LOSS 


The established medical lotion being 
used worldwide to treat thinning hair and 
hair loss is available for home treatment 
privately from Dr W Mackay, PO Box 
458, Glasgow G42 8QJ. For complete 
information call or write to Dr Mackay. 
Telephone 041 423 1037. 10am-5pm 
Mon-Fri. Worldwide Distribution. 


THERES NO NEED Td SUFFER 
SLEEPLESS NIGHTS PLIE To 
ARTHRITIS , RUEAMATIS/ , 
BACK PAIN OR DISABILITIES . 

PAI aL 7 


STEREO RADIO/CASSETTE. IMMACULATE. 
REASON FOR SALE: LOSS OF VISION AND 
NO-ONE TO DRIVE ME. HEARTBROKEN. 
VALUED AT £30,000+. CONSIDER SELLING 
FOR £19,950 ono. Tel: (0438) 747448. 


ARTSHARE GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


30 hours per week 
£8,901-£10,215 pro rata 
Artshare Gloucestershire is an arts organisation working to provide equal access 


to arts opportunities for people in the county through the direct provision of arts 
programmes and in co-operation with other local agencies and arts promoters. 


Long sleepless nights 
could be a thing of the 
past with a Beautyrest Adjustable Bed 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 


NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY USED 
FOR SALE FROM HALF PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND ADVICE - 
ALL AREAS COVERED. 

TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 
SOUTH 081 343 3535 


WITH BUILT-IN MASSAGE. 


Ease arthritis, rheumatic and muscular problems. 
Watch TV, breakfast in bed or read. 
Gives you total support with its hundreds of positions. 


CUT OUT THE COUPON TO CUT OUT THE PROBLEM 


PLEASE SEND DETAILS OF BEAUTYREST ADJUSTABLE BED 


LEGS RAISED 


We require an Administrative Assistant who can type, deal with basic figure 
work, work as part of a team, carry out other clerical duties such as 
photocopying and filing and who is prepared to acquire new skills to meet the 


needs of this growing organisation. 
Name 


Artshare Gloucestershire is actively committed to equal opportunity employment 
practices. The recruitment of disabled people and other people confronted by 
barriers to equality of opportunity is a goal of the organisation. 


Tel 


Address 


TODAY RECONDITIONED STAIRLIFTS 
Stannah/Minivator, installed 


and guaranteed. Unwanted lifts 


For further details and an application form contact Debbie Holder, Artshare 
Gloucestershire, c/o Guildhall Arts Centre, 23 Eastgate Street, Gloucester. Tel: 
Gloucester 307684. Applications on tape are also welcome. 


Post Code 


KEEP/ABLE 


DN12/92 
SEND TO KEEP ABLE, FREEPOST, BRENTFORD TW8 OBR 


purchased for cash. 


DOLPHIN LIFTS 081 861 2370. Closing date for applications: 4/12/92. 
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FIND-A-FRIEND 


For Find A Friend ads 
please send a cheque 
or postal order for £3 


payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. 
This is to help cover 
our costs. 


JOHN AND ROBERT would like to 
hear from anyone who was with them in 
the fourth and fifth forms of the Thomas 
Delarue School 1977-9 (or anyone else 
who may remember and would like to 
write). Box No. 500. 


MALE, 30 with CP, would like to meet 
young lady 25-35 who enjoys going out 
and having fun, with a view to a lasting 
relationship. West Yorkshire area. Must 
have own transport. Box No. 501. 


PROFESSIONAL MALE, 24, has spina 
bifida, walks with crutches. Would like to 
meet professional lady (20-30) with spina 
bifida or similar disability for friendship 
leading to possible relationship. I have 


bodied female under 35 for friendship. 
My interests include travel, tv, photogra- 
phy and museums. Non smoker. Please 
reply with photo if possible. Box No. 
503. 


DISABLED MALE, 51, walks with aid 
of crutches because of polio, but very 
mobile. I would like to meet a genuine, 
caring, able-bodied or disabled, slim 
young lady for friendship, leading to pos- 
sible relationship. I am financially secure, 
with my own flat and car. Many inter- 
ests. Box No. 504. 


GAY GUY, 44, wears surgical boots/cal- 
liper but can get around okay (and would 
prefer to wear Doc Martens!) seeks male 
friends hopefully leading to a special 
friendship. South coast area preferred 
but not essential. I am quite good look- 
ing, solvent and seeking enjoyable, excit- 
ing but safe times. Sincerity and 


discretion assured and desired, plus a 
sense of humour. Interests include swim- 
ming, sports, music, films, gardening, 
eating out. Box, No. 505. 


THE BRITISH JIGSAW PUZZLE LIBRARY 
Established 1933 
The finest craftsman-cut wooden jigsaws 
in a wide variety of cuts and sizes on 
loan by post to subscribers. 
S.A.E. for details to: 
The Library Secretary, 
British Jigsaw Puzzle Library, 
8 Heath Terrace, Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire CV32 5LY. 


Telephone: (0926) 311874. 


my own car and am independent. Photo 
appreciated, all letters replied to. I cannot 
cope with a wheelchair user because of 
my disability. Box No. 502. 


Disabled? Carer? Lonely? 

Choose your ideal relationship 
through Mutual Essential Links. 
PO Box. 49, Northwich, Cheshire 
CWS9 5HL Tel. 0606 49093 (24 hours). 


SINGLE MALE, 31, one leg amputee 
and deaf. I have my own car and a good 
job. I am looking for a disabled or able- 


Play a key role in improving access 
for people with disabilities 


ACCESS OFFICER 


16% hours per week 


At the Royal Borough, we are committed to maintaining a high-quality built 
environment for all residents and visitors alike. In order to achieve this, we are 
currently taking measures to ensure that the design and construction of 
buildings meet the access needs of disabled people, whilst remaining sensitive 
to the special architecural and historic structure of the area. 


Joining us in this newly created role within the Planning Department, you will 
play a vital part in developing a programme for raising awareness of access 
issues. You will offer expert guidance to the department, throughout the 
Council and to a wide range of external contacts. These will include members 
of the public, architects, builders, contractors, private businesses and voluntary 
organisations. 


Excellent interpersonal skills and a good deal of personal initiative are essential 
in order to tackle a wide-ranging brief that involves the assessment and review 
of existing access policies, the development and introduction of new processes, 
and close involvement with the Corporate Disability Group, Action for Disability 
Kensington and Chelsea and other professionals in the field. 


You will have local government experience in planning or a related field, a 
relevant professional qualification, or, alternatively, experience of working as an 
Access Officer. You must have a proactive approach, first-class organisational 
skills and a genuine commitment to this high-profile area. 


For further information and an application form please contact Sue Grace 
on 071-373 6099 ext 5736 quoting Ref: BE48. 


The closing date for receipt of applications is 15 December 1992. 


KY 


An equal opportunity employer. 


wDID Lg 
Aue 


For people with disabilities. 
Be assertive and join Handidate. 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk 1P1 2PB. 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


riends inneed 


DISABLED PARTNERS 


Being disabled need not be a 
handicap. Are you lonely, bored 
and longing to make new friends? 
WE CAN HELP - CALL US 
We specialise in establishing new 
friends and relationships for 
all able bodied and disabled 
people nationwide. 

WE CAN HELP - CALL US NOW e 8 


081 676 0396 AR 


To reply to a Find-A-Friend, indi- 
cate the Box Number and mark the 
envelope Private and Confidential. 
If you do not it will be opened. Send 
to DN, address on page 2. 


C.£17,000 
pro rata 


The Royal 
Borough of 


KANSNGION 
an CHELSEA 


HOLIDAYS 


SUNNY TENERIFE 
Fully A ible Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments 
Brochure: Lynne James Ltd, 7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port L66 1JW. (Tel: 051-339 5316) 


Try a WINGED FELLOWSHIP Holiday in 
Britain or Overseas. Great fun and full 
care provided. Write for free colour 
brochure. Winged Fellowship, Angel 
House, 20/32 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9XD, tel: 071-833 2594. 


NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 4-6 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and 
heated - linen provided. Peaceful 
country setting for touring Exmoor, 
Dartmoor and Devon Coast. Brochure 
from South Coombe Farm, Witheridge, 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 8QL, tel: (0884) 
860302. 


MAR Y SOL, Los Cristianos, Tenerife. 
Wheelchair accessible apartments and 
studios to rent or buy in luxury complex. 
Heated pool with hoist, restaurant, 
health treatments. Video available. 
Cheap flights. Sue Abbott, 123 
Coppermill Road, Wraysbury, Staines, 
Middx TW19 5Nx, tel: (0753) 685718. 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded 
accommodation. Swimming pool, adapted 
minibus, plus various trips and outings 
included. For full details send for a free colour 
brochure to: Daystar Holidays Ltd, 26 Scotts 
Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5RG or 
telephone (0892) 525133. 


Holiday facilities database is a new small 
computerised service which stores details of 
hotels in Dorset and Somerset. For £1.50, this 
new service has been specially designed to 
help you the disabled person find the right 
hotel. Please send only a SAE to HFD, Hill 
Dairy, Piddlehinton, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 
7TG or telephone (0831) 240780. 


GLEBE FARM HOLIDAYS 
SELF CATERING COTTAGES FOR 
THE DISABLED 
Glebe Farm, Charles Brayford 
Nr. Barnstaple, North Devon EX32 7PT 
Telephone: 0598 710241 
Open all year. Wheelchair accessible. 
Equipment available. 

Tourist Board 4 keys and commended. 
Please contact: Valerie Boddington 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 
Charming cottage in Dordogne region 
available for rent. Reasonable rates. If you 
are looking for peace and quiet, warm 
weather, good food and wine, this is the 

place for you. 
For more information ring 081-459 1324 evenings. 


BRITTANY COTTAGE to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 


Details C Hodgson. Tel: (0924) 454300. 


Kings Sailing for the disabled. Sailing cruises for 
disabled and/or able bodied people. With only 
four guests to care for the skipper and crew can 
provide that most essential personal touch. Sit 
back and enjoy or become totally involved, the 
choice is yours. Most competitively priced. 
Details: Tom or Anne King 0305 821961. Or write 
to 55 Shepherds Croft, Portland, Dorset DT5 1DJ. 


For a trouble-free holiday 
with all the family try: 
ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
a discreetly adapted manor house 
set in acres of beautiful grounds. 
22 bedrooms - licensed bars - free 
use of wheelchairs - mini-bus. 
Tel: (050841) 324 
or write to: The Manager 
Ashwellthorpe Hall Hotel 
Ashwellthorpe 
Norwich NR16 1EX 


NAISH ESTATE, New Milton, Hamp- 
shire. Fully equipped, completely 
wheelchair accessible, two-bedroom bun- 
galow. Sleeps six. Site near sea with 
access to New Forest, Bournemouth. 
Excellent site facilities 100 yards from 
chalet. Details, Mr P Cash, tel: (0425) 
72055. 


LOOE, CORNWALL. Fully equipped, 
self-catering, two-bedroom — bungalow. 
Sleeps six. Site near sea with easy access 
to beach, shop and camp facilities. Easily 
accessible for wheelchairs. Details, Mr P 
Cash, tel: (0425) 72055. 


SERVICES 


Psychotherapy/Counselling. 
Sessions in your own home. N.W. London 
area. Qualified (B Ed and CQSW, 
registered with the UKSCP), experienced 
psychotherapists with disability awareness. 
We can help you over depression/anxiety. 
Reduced fees for people on low income. 

Call 081-340 9137 for confidential 


Accessible 


Adam Price %éiiit 


If you need a vehicle to carry up to five seated 

passengers and a wheelchair but your budget 

will not stretch to a new one, contact us. 

* Used accessible vehicles supplied 

* Access conversions to your vehicle 

* Passenger use and access conversions to 
used vans 

* Realistic prices 

* Any make supplied 

Our comprehensive service includes locating a 

suitable vehicle, processing H.M. Customs & 

Excise requirements and delivery to your door. 


Tel:Office (0202) 814112, Mobile (0860) 620779 


RES 
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part of this training. 
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Classified lineage advertisements 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or fullstop and a space after each sentence. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


IM nt dN a le ei MMe sen as Kas ta a ee lc seh a 


Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 


12 Park Crescent, London W1iN 4EQ. 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


(First line in bold capitals) 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


bility Issues Training 


The BBC, as part of its commitment to Equal Opportunities, 
is looking for trainers to deliver and develop its training 
programme on disability issues. 

This will include basic awareness training as well as a 
number of more specialised courses which may include 
personal development courses for disabled employees and 
courses for those working closely with deaf colleagues. 

We are therefore inviting proposals from suitably 
experienced trainers who are interested in delivering all or 


An information pack is available from (quote ref. 11239/DI) 
BBC Corporate Recruitment Services, PO Box 7000, London 
W12 7ZY. Tel: 081-749 7000 Minicom 081-752 5151. 
Proposals to be returned by December 4th. 


WORKING FOR EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY 


Freelance Bookkeeper exp. inc. 
VAT, Profit & Loss Accts. £6p/h, 
1 day per month. Applic. welcome 
from disabled people. Contact: All 
Clear Designs 071-721 7480. 


SEND US YOUR 
SMALLS... 


..and make a big impres- 


sion. Small ads in DN reach 
over 80,000 people for just 
£3 aline 

All small ads must be paid 
for in advance. If you want to 


advertise, please use the 
form on the left. Send it and 
a cheque for the total to Dis- 
ability Now,. 12 Park Cres 
cent, London W1N 4EQ. 
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TO ADVERTISE YOUR VACANCIES/COURSES 
please contact the Advertisement Manager, Richard 
Gresham, Kingslea Press Ltd, 12 Dock Offices, 
Surrey Quays Road, London SE16 2XU. 

Tel: 071-252 1362. Fax: 071-237 8019. 


EALING DISABLEMENT ASSOCIATION 
CHIEF OFFICER 
Salary Scale S.O.1., £16,101 incl. OLW 
We seek a person who is self motivated and a good communicator. 
You must be aware of current disability issues with experience of 
working in the disability field. The successful applicant must be 
computer literate. 


The Office is fully wheelchair accessible. 
Application Forms and further information from: 
Ealing Disablement Association 
The Centre, Bayham Road, London W13) 0TQ 


Closing Date Friday 18th December 1992 
E.D.A. is an equal opportunities employer 


CROSSWORD 


ANSWERS 


ACROSS: 1. Gallic 

4. Skimp 8. Aphasia 

9. Rein 10. Spa 12. David 
13. Kingly 15. Dressmaker 
20). Teaky 217" Bea 

22. Sun-roof 24. Sound 
25. Entry 26. Unclear 
DOWN: 1. Gland 

2. Le Havre 3. Inside story 
5. Koran 6. Pandy 7. 
Task 11. Pinky 14. 
Gertrude 18. Alf 19. 
Wander 


Deadlines for January 
issue: booking by 4 
December, camera 
ready artwork/copy by 
8 December. 


Work Experience Opportunities 
For People with Disabilities 


Following the success of last year’s scheme, the BBC’s Engineering Directorate is pleased to offer a 
number of subsidised work experience placements for people with disabilities. 

The placements cover a range of skill areas and will be based within various Engineering departments 
at two or three different locations around the country. Each placement will be for a period of up to 
12 weeks and it is anticipated that they will commence on the 4th January 1993 or thereabouts. 


The opportunities on offer are as follows: 
Clerical Assistant 

in Finance Unit 

Help Desk Clerk 
Building Design 
Assistant 

Computer Assistant 
Administrative Assistant 


Engineering Research Dept. 
Facilities Management Dept. 


Building Design & Management Services 
Engineering Information Technology Dept. White City/West London 
Corporate Communications Dept. 


Kingswood Warren/Surrey 
White City/West London 


White City/West London 


Warwick/ West Midlands 


All applicants will need to be numerate and literate, have an interest in broadcasting or 
administration and the ability to work as part of a team. In addition some placements require particular 
interests and abilities to be demonstrated by candidates and these are outlined in the information 
pack. Please note, however, that only people with disabilities will be considered for these 


placements. 


For an information pack and an application form contact (quote ref. 11235/DI) BBC Corporate 
Recruitment Services, PO Box 7000, London W12 7ZY. Tel: 081-749 7000 Minicom 081-752 5151. 


Details are also available on audio cassette if required. 
Application forms to be returned by December 8th. 


WORKING FOR EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY 


We provide Waltham Forest’s multi-cultural 
community with a wide range of essential 
services. That means we have a wide range of 
job opportunities to offer. 

Whatever your background, skills, or level of 
experience, we’re bound to have a position to 
suit you. You don’t have to be straight out of 
school or college with a string of qualifications 
either. 

We regularly have vacancies of all types at all 
levels - office, craftand manual, and professional. 


OFFERING A 


WIDE 


RANGE OF SERVICES 


You will find our job advertisements in the local 
papers, national press and in various trade and 
professional journals. Information on our 
vacancies is displayed at local Job Centres, and 
details are also circulated to community groups 
within the Borough. 


Contact the Recruitment Officer on 081 527 
5544 for our Job List, which is updated each 
week. Or you can pick up a copy from the 
Town Hall, Forest Road, London E17 4JF, or 
from other public offices and libraries. The 
Job List is also available on tape, upon 
request. 


MEANS 


THE LONDON BOROUGH OF 
Se EN nEIEIEEEnnEnEEEnEEnERennEnnEnOEEEEIREnRIEEeR 


Waltham 
3%) Forest 


Waltharn Forest serves a multi-racial 
community and welcomes applications 
fromwomen, blackandethnicminonrities, 
people with disabilities, lesbians and gay 
men to help build a representative 


WE CAN OFFER A 


W | D a i For a copy of the Job List return the coupon to ! 


The Recruitment Officer, Personnel Department, 
Town Hall, Forest Road, Walthamstow, London 
E17 4JF. 


Name 


RANGE OF 
OPPORTUNITIES 


PUBLICATIONS 


NEW WRITER? Dear Sir, the magazine 
written by its readers, publishes short 
features by UNKNOWNS. CASH 
AWARDS. For sample issue send A4 
s.a.e. and £1 to 54, Frant Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 5U. 

IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENT 


jacksons lane COMMUNITY CENTRE 
CITY AND GUILDS THEATRE TRAINING COURSE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
A vocational course in TECHNICAL THEATRE 
(eg Sound and Lighting) will begin at 
Jacksons Lane in the New Year. 
Introductory workshops and interviews will be 
held on 16 and 17 December. The course is open 
to people over 18 with physical and sensory 
disabilities and learning difficulties. The course 
is FREE OF CHARGE but places are LIMITED. 
For details contact Nick Bird or Helen Webb 
on 081 340 5226 or Jacksons Lane 
Community Centre, 269A Archway Rd, 
London N6 5AA. 


NEWS QUIZ 
ANSWERS 


J] 3ideedePetra Kelly 

3. Madonna 4. John 
Heath-Stubbs 5. They 
allowed haemophiliacs to be 
treated with Aids infected 
blood. 6. 53 7. Lithuania 
8. Canada 9. Wuthering 
Heights 10. The 
Springboks 


CLASSIFIED 23 


SEVERELY DISABLED? 
WANT TO CHOOSE YOUR OWN INDEPENDENT LIFESTYLE? 
CONTACT THE EXPERTS WITH MORE THAN 20 YEARS PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 


RAINBOW CARE AGENCY 


SPECIALISES IN THE PROVISION OF RELIABLE RESPONSIBLE CARERS. 
CARE PACKAGES TAILORED TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS. 


RAINBOW CARE AGENCY IS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED KINGDOM HOME CARE ASSOCIATION. 


CONTACT JEAN NEWPORT, RAINBOW CARE AGENCY, 684 SIDCUP ROAD, 
NEW ELTHAM, LONDON SE9 3AL. TEL: 081-857 3371. 


REGISTERED EMPLOYMENT AGENCY NO. SE 17724. 


Sheffield CABx 
Debt Support Unit 


citizens 
advice 
bureau 


RESEARCHER 


Required for an 18 month project to evaluate the need for debt advice 
amongst people with disabilities. 


Salary: 17,208 p.a. Closing date: Thursday December 17th 1992 


This post is open to all applicants. Despite only partial access to the Debt Support 


Unit, we would particularly encourage applicants with any form of disability. 


For more information and an application form please write to: 
Sheffield CABx Debt Support Unit (P), 237 London Road, Sheffield S2 4NF. 


Funded by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation and the Urban Programme. 


Disability Now 
The campaigning 
newspaper for people 
with all kinds 

of disabilities 

Please SUPPORT DW by SUBSCRIBING NOW 
DISABILITY NOW SUBSCRIPTION ORDER 


Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
FREEPOST 17 London W1E 3HU with your remittance 
made payable to 

DISABILITY NOW. No stamp is needed. 


NAME 
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 
ADDRESS 
POSTCODE 
Please tick / 


| wish to become a 
new subscriber to Disability Now [_] 


Individual at One year (12 issues) £10 [_] 
home address Two year (24 issues) £19 [_] 
Organisations / One year (12 issues) £15 [| 
authorities etc. Two year (24 issues) £29 [_] 
Overseas One year Sterling £20 [_] 
* Multiple copies £___lyear (12 issues) [_] 
/We enclose Cheque/PO LJ 
A voluntary donation towards costs £ L] 


| authorise you to charge my VISA [_] ACCESS [_] 
Account No. 


Expiry Date__/ _ Signature 
Telephone ACCESS/VISA account. no. to (071) 383 4575 


Disability Now is a non-profit making publication. It is sent & 
free to disabled people on low income if they letusknow. 


* Multiple copies : a 
2 copies £24, 3 copies £36, 4 copies £48, 5 copies £60, 6 copies £72, g 
10-50 copies £100, 51-100 copies £125. One year (12 issues) only. 
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The Brotherwood range of vehicles are designed 4-point anchorage system, plus an individual 
specifically the wheelchair user and safety belt* for the wheelchair passenger. 
carer. Giving you both the freedom of mobility, 
from the economy of the 1.8 diesel Combi to 
the opulant 2.4 SLX Prairie, all with a quality 
build second-to-none. 


a car that is both practical yet discreet, 
excellent visibility with room for family use and 
specification to suit the demands of the 
wheelchair user and carer. 

both the easy and effortless stress-free 
loading with the low angled 
ramp, retractable and 
secure 


*All seats in 
the vehicle 
are fitted 
with 
individual 
safety belts 


Na 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 2.0 & 2.4 litre from £18,600 FORD Cosabj. 1.3 Petrol & 1.8 Diesel from £10,690 


BROTHERWOOD 


A U TOM O B. re oD 
PILLAR BOX LANE - BEER HACKETT - SHERBORNE - DORSET DT9 6QP - TEL: 0935 872603 
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